Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[August 2000]

· Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) joined 19 other federal agencies in publishing a final common rule in the Federal Register on August 30, 2000, to provide for the enforcement of Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended (Title IX). Title IX prohibits recipients of Federal financial assistance from discriminating on the basis of sex in education programs or activities. The promulgation of these Title IX regulations will provide guidance to recipients of Federal financial assistance who administer education programs or activities. The provisions of this common rule will also promote consistent and adequate enforcement of Title IX by the agencies identified above.  

VA Contact:  Ventris C. Gibson, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Resolution Management (08), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-9437.  

Department of Justice Contact:  Merrily A. Friedlander, Chief, Coordination and Review Section, Civil Rights Division, US Department of Justice, PO Box 65960, Washington, DC 20035-6560; telephone: (202) 307-2222; TTY:  (202) 307-2687; facsimile: (202) 307-0595.

· Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs, Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 29, 2000, that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs will be held at VA Headquarters, Room 430, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC, September 18 - 19, 2001. The advisory committee will receive briefings by the National Program Directors of the Special-Disabilities Programs regarding the status of their activities over the last three months, functional outcomes for Blind Rehabilitation, and a briefing by a Department of Defense representative on the referral process of traumatic brain-injured patients to VA and the reimbursement rate impact. 
Contact: Kathy Pessagno, Veterans Health Administration (113), Department of Veterans Affairs, 1400 I Street, NW, Suite 780, Washington, DC; telephone:  (202) 273-8512. 

· Scientific Review and Evaluation Board for Health Services Research and Development Service, Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 29, 2000, that a meeting of the Scientific Review and Evaluation Board for Health Services Research and Development Service will be held at the San Francisco Marriott Fisherman's Wharf, 1200 Columbus Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94133, January 22 - 24, 2001. The meeting is to review research and development applications concerned with the measurement and evaluation of health care services and with testing new methods of health care delivery and management.

Contact: Assistant Director, Scientific Review (124F), Health Services Research and Development Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 1400 I Street, NW, Suite 780, Washington, DC; telephone:  (202) 408-3665. 

· Special Medical Advisory Group, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 28, 2000, that the Special Medical Advisory Group will meet at the VA Headquarters, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, on September 12, 2000. The agenda will include a presentation on VHA information management, focusing on the computerized patient record and a government wide patient record, an update on telemedicine, and the committee will be reviewing Capital Access Realignment for Enhanced Services Evaluation Criteria.

Contact: Celestine Brockington, Office of the Under Secretary for Health, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-5878. 

· Veterans Training: Vocational Rehabilitation Subsistence Allowance Rates - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on August 25, 2000, in compliance with statute, establishing the rates of basic subsistence allowance VA will pay under 38 USC chapter 31 to show the increases in these rates for fiscal years 1996 through 2000.  

Note:  A correction to this final rule was published in the Federal Register on October 12, 2000.  

Effective Date:  August 25, 2000.  
Contact:  Charles Graffam, Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7410.

· Medical Research Service Merit Review Committee, Notice of Meetings – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 25, 2000, that a number of Medical Research Service Merit Review Subcommittees will meet in Washington, DC during 2000:  

· Aging and Clinical Geriatrics - September 25, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central;

· Surgery - October 2, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central; 

· Nephrology - September 20, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central; 

· Neurobiology-C - October 26-27, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central;

· Respiration - September 18, 2000- Holiday Inn Central;

· Oncology -   October 16-18, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central;

· Cardiovascular Studies - September 29, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central; 

· Immunology - October 26-27, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central ; 

· Hematology - October 19, 2000 – Washington Plaza;  

· Neurobiology-D - October 13, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central; 

· Epidemiology - September 29, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central; 

· Gastroenterology - September 25 - 26, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central; 

· General Medical Science - October 5 - 6, 2000 - Washington Plaza; 
· Mental Hlth & Behavioral Sciences - September 21-22 - Holiday Inn Central; 

· Endocrinology - October 5 - 6, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central;

· Infectious Diseases - October 12 - 13, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central;

· Alcohol and Drug Dependence - October 6, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central; 

· Medical Research Service Merit Review Committee - December 7, 2000 - Holiday Inn Central.

Contact: Dr. LeRoy Frey, Chief, Program Review Division, Medical Research Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 1400 I Street, NW, Suite 780, Washington, DC; telephone:  (202) 408-3630. 

· Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs, Notice of Charter Renewal – The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register on August 22, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs charter has been renewed for a 2-year period beginning August 2, 2000, through August 2, 2002.

· Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials, Notice of Meeting – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 22, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials will meet on September 9 – 10, 2000 at the Hilton Akron/Fairlawn, 3180 West Market Street, Akron, OH.  The Committee will review the administration of VA's cemeteries and burial benefits program, and be updated on the 50th anniversary of the Korean War commemoration and the progress of the construction of the WWII Memorial.

Contact:  Mrs. Paige Lowther, Designated Federal Official, National Cemetery Administration (40), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 565-5157.

· National Capital Memorial Commission; Notice of Public Meeting - The National Park Service (NPS) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 15, 2000 that a meeting of the National Capital Memorial Commission (the Commission) will be held at Tuesday, September 5, at the National Building Museum, Room 312, 5th and F Streets, NW., Washington, DC.  The purpose of the meeting will be to discuss currently authorized and proposed memorials in the District of Columbia and environs.  Public Law 106-214, which authorizes placement of a plaque within the site of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to honor those Vietnam Veterans who died after their service in the Vietnam War, but as a direct result of that service, will be discussed as an ‘Informational Item’.

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, D.C. 20420.  

Contact: Mark Gottsacker, Debt Management Center (389/00A), Department of Veterans Affairs, Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building, 1 Federal Drive, Ft. Snelling, Minnesota 55111; telephone number (612) 970-5700.

· Computer Matching Program Between the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Defense - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 15, 2000 of a recurring computer matching program between the VA and the Department of Defense (DoD) with VA records of benefit recipients under the Montgomery GI Bill.  The goal of these matches is to identify the eligibility status of veterans, servicemembers, and reservists who have applied for or who are receiving education benefit payments under the Montgomery GI Bill. The purpose of the match is to enable VA to verify that individuals meet the conditions of military service and eligibility criteria for payment of benefits determined by VA under the Montgomery GI Bill__Active Duty (MGIB) and the Montgomery GI Bill--Selected Reserve (MGIB-09SR).  

Effective date: This match will commence on or about September 14, 2000. At the expiration of 18 months after the commencing date the departments may renew the agreement for another 12 months.  

Contact: Jerry Weeks (224), Acting Assistant Director for Procedures and Systems, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7181.

· Schedule for Rating Disabilities: Disabilities of the Liver – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on August 7, 2000  to amend VA’s Schedule for Rating Disabilities by revising the portion of the Digestive System that addresses disabilities of the liver. The intended effect of this action is to update this portion of the rating schedule to ensure that it uses current medical terminology and unambiguous criteria, and that it reflects medical advances that have occurred since the last review.  

Comments Deadline:  October 6, 2000.  
Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420.  Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to RIN 2900-AK12.  
Contact:  Caroll McBrine, M.D., Consultant, Policy and Regulations Staff (211A), Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7230.

· Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services (CHAMPUS); Expansion of Dependent Eligibility for TRICARE Retiree Dental Program - The Department of Defense (DoD) published a final rule in the Federal Register on August 10, 2000, to implement a change to the TRICARE Retiree Dental Program (TRDP) required by Strom Thurmond National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999.  This change expands eligibility for enrollment in the program to allow dependents of certain retired members of the Uniformed Services to enroll in the program even if the retired member does not enroll. In addition, this rule clarifies the existing regulatory provisions for election of TRDP coverage and disenrollment.  

Effective date: August 10, 2000.  

DoD Address: TRICARE Management Activity, 16401 East Centretech Parkway, Aurora, CO 80011-9043.
DoD Contact: Linda Winter, TRICARE Management Activity; telephone:  (303) 676-3682. 

· Loan Guaranty: Net Value and Pre-Foreclosure Debt Waivers - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on August 1, 2000 to amend the Loan Guaranty Regulations to change the formula for calculating the net value of property securing VA guaranteed loans being terminated and to add criteria for granting preforeclosure debt waivers. The proposed changes regarding net value appear necessary to more accurately reflect current costs. The proposed changes regarding waivers appear necessary to more accurately reflect statutory intent.

Comments Deadline:  October 2, 2000.  
Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420.  Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to RIN 2900-AG20.  
Contact:  Mr. Richard Fyne, Assistant Director for Loan Management (261), Loan Guaranty Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7380.

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

