Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[December 2000]

· National Capital Memorial Commission; Notice of Public Meeting - The National Park Service published a notice in the Federal Register on December 28, 2000 that a meeting of the National Capital Memorial Commission will be held on Tuesday, January 16, at the National Building Museum, Room 312, 5th and F Streets, NW, Washington, DC.  The agenda will include consideration of a recommendation relative to placement, within Area I as established by the Commemorative Works Act of 1986, of the Memorial of Honor Veterans Who Become Disabled While Serving in the Armed Forces of the United States of America.

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, D.C. 20420.  

Memorial Commission Contact: Ms. Nancy Young, Executive Secretary to the Commission, at (202) 619-7097.

· Advisory Committee on Special Studies Relating to the Possible Long-Term Health Effects of Phenoxy Herbicides and Contaminants (Ranch Hand Advisory Committee); Notice of Meeting - The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a notice in the Federal Register on December 27, 2000 that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Special Studies Relating to the Possible Long-Term Health Effects of Phenoxy Herbicides and Contaminants (Ranch Hand Advisory Committee) will be held at the Parklawn Building, 5600 Fishers Lane, conference room K, Rockville, MD, on January 22, 2001.  The committee will provide final comments and recommendations on the scope of work for the physical examinations and final report preparation for the sixth and final round of the Air Force Health Study.

FDA Contact:  Barbara J. Jewell, Food and Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane,Room 16-53, Rockville, MD 20857, 301-827-6696, or FDA Advisory Committee Information Line, 1-800-741-8138 (301-443-0572 in the Washington, DC area), code 12560.  


New Criteria for Approving Courses for VA Educational Assistance Programs - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on December 27, 2000, to amend educational benefit regulations by adding new criteria for VA to use in approving enrollments in courses under the educational programs VA administers. These changes implement provisions of the Veterans' Benefits Improvements Act of 1996 and the Veterans' Benefits Act of 1997.  

Effective Date:  December 27, 2000.  

Contact:  William G. Susling, Jr., Education Assistant Director for Policy and Program Development (225), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7187.


Miscellaneous Montgomery GI Bill Eligibility and Entitlement Issues; Correction - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a technical correction in the Federal Register on December 21, 2000, concerning eligibility for and entitlement to educational assistance under the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty (MGIB). This document makes technical corrections to a document published on November 9, 2000.  

Effective Date:  December 21, 2000.  

Contact:  William G. Susling, Jr., Education Assistant Director for Policy and Program Development (225), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7187.


Outer Burial Receptacles - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on December 8, to establish a mechanism for providing a monetary allowance for each new burial in a VA national cemetery where a privately-purchased outer burial receptacle is used in lieu of a government-furnished graveliner.  

Effective Date:  December 8, 2000.  

Contact:  Deanna Wilson, Program Analyst, Communications Management Service (402B1), National Cemetery Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-5154.

Related VA Link:  http://www.cem.va.gov/bbene.htm

Allowance for Private Purchase of an Outer Burial Receptacle in Lieu of a Government-Furnished Graveliner for a Grave in a VA National Cemetery - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on December 8, 2000, to notify interested parties of the average cost of Government-furnished graveliners, administrative costs that relate to processing a claim, and the amount of the allowance payable for qualifying interments which occurred during or prior to calendar year 2000, but after October 9, 1996.

The average cost was determined to be $147.96 for fiscal year 1999.  The administrative costs incurred by VA consist of those costs that relate to processing and paying an allowance in lieu of the Government-furnished graveliner. These costs have been determined to be $10.17 for calendar year 2000.  The net allowance payable for qualifying interments occurring during or before calendar year 2000, therefore, is $137.79.

Contact:  Deanna Wilson, Program Analyst, Communications Management Service (402B1), National Cemetery Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-5154.

Related VA Link:  http://www.cem.va.gov/bbene.htm

Loan Guaranty: Advertising and Solicitation Requirements - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on December 8, to amend the VA loan guaranty regulations by prohibiting advertisements or solicitations from lenders that falsely state or imply that they were issued by or at the direction of VA or any other entity of the United States Government. These provisions appear to be necessary to ensure that lenders do not provide misleading information.  

Comments Deadline:  February 6, 2001.

Address:  Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN 2900-AJ86”.  

Contact:  R. D. Finneran, Assistant Director for Loan Policy and Valuation (262), Loan Guaranty Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7368.

Related VA Link:  http://homeloans.va.gov/
· 
Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Race, Color, National Origin, Handicap, or Age in Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance – Twenty-three Federal agencies, including the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), published a joint notice of proposed rulemaking in the Federal Register on December 6, to amend their regulations implementing Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1972, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975. Together, these statutes prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, and age in programs or activities that receive Federal financial assistance. In 1988, the Civil Rights Restoration Act (CRRA) added definitions of “program or activity” and “program” to Title VI and added a definition of “program or activity” to Section 504 and the Age Discrimination Act. The added definitions were designed to clarify the broad scope of coverage of recipients' programs or activities under these statutes. This proposed regulation incorporates the CRRA's definition of “program or activity” and “program" into Title VI, Section 504, and Age Discrimination Act regulations of the Agencies, and promotes consistent and adequate enforcement of these statutes by the Agencies.  

Comments Deadline:  January 5, 2001.

Address:  Merrily A. Friedlander, Chief, Coordination and Review Section, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice, P.O. Box 66560, Washington, D.C. 20035-6560; facsimile (202) 307-0595.  
Department of Justice Contact:  Merrily A. Friedlander, Chief, Coordination and Review Section, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice; phone (202) 307-2222; TTY (202) 307-2678; or fax (202) 307-0595.

· Related Department of Justice Link:  http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/crt-home.html
The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

