Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[November 2000]

· Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Education, Notice of Charter Renewal - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on November 28, 2000, that the Veterans' Advisory Committee on Education has been renewed for a 2-year period beginning November 14, 2000, through November 14, 2002.

Contact:   Bill Susling, Education Policy and Program Administration, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187. 

· Notice of amendment to system of records - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on November 24, 2000, that VA is amending the system of records currently entitled “Decentralized Hospital Computer Program Medical Management Records” (79VA162) as set forth in the Federal Register 56 FR 6048. VA is amending the system by revising the System Name and number and the paragraphs for System Location, Categories of Records in the System, Authority for Maintenance of the System, Routine Uses of Records Maintained in the System, and System Manager. The change in name will more accurately identify the system and the change in number will reflect organizational changes. VA is republishing the system notice in its entirety.  

Background.  In the 1980s the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) developed an electronic health care architecture called the Decentralized Hospital Computer Program (DHCP) that was comprised of software applications that were integrated into a complete hospital information system primarily for hospital-based activities. DHCP was installed at VA medical facilities to provide comprehensive support for clinical and administrative needs and for VA-wide management information. By 1990, VHA upgraded computer capacity at all medical facilities and implemented software on a national scale that supported integrated health care delivery. In 1996, VHA introduced the Veterans Health Information Systems and Technology Architecture (VistA), a client-server architecture that tied together workstations and personal computers and supported the day-to-day operations at all health care facilities.

Comments Deadline:  December 26, 2000. If no public comment is received, the new system will become effective December 26, 2000.

Address:  Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420.  

Contact: Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Privacy Act Officer, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 320-1839.  

· 
Miscellaneous Montgomery GI Bill Eligibility and Entitlement Issues - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on November 9, 2000, concerning eligibility for and entitlement to educational assistance under the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty (MGIB). The regulations are amended to correctly restate statutory provisions.  

· Effective Date:  November 9, 2000.  

Contact:  William G. Susling, Jr., Education Assistant Director for Policy and Program Development (225), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7187.

· 
Scientific Review and Evaluation Board for Health Services Research and Development Service, Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on November 9, 2000, that a meeting of the Scientific Review and Evaluation Board for Health Services Research and Development Service will be held at the Washington Plaza Hotel, 10 Thomas Circle, NW, Washington, March 6, 2001.  The purpose of the meeting is to review research and development applications concerned with the measurement and evaluation of health care services and with testing new methods of health care delivery and management.

Contact: Assistant Director, Scientific Review (124F), Health Services Research and Development Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 1400 I Street, NW, Suite 780, Washington, DC; telephone:  (202) 408-3665. 

· VA Payment for Non-VA Public or Private Hospital Care and Non-VA Physician Services That Are Associated With Either Outpatient or Inpatient Care - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on November 7, 2000, to amend medical regulations concerning VA payment for non-VA public or private hospital care provided to eligible VA beneficiaries, and payment for non-VA physician services that are associated with either outpatient or inpatient care provided to eligible VA beneficiaries at non-VA facilities. 

Effective Date: November 7, 2000.
Contact: Tony Guagliardo, Health Administration Service, (10C3), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-8307.

Reasonable Charges for Medical Care or Services - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published an interim final rule in the Federal Register on November 2, 2000, to amend VA medical regulations concerning “reasonable charges” for medical care or services provided or furnished by VA to a veteran:  
1. For a nonservice-connected disability for which the veteran is entitled to care (or the payment of expenses of care) under a health plan contract;

2. For a nonservice-connected disability incurred incident to the veteran's employment and covered under a worker's compensation law or plan that provides reimbursement or indemnification for such care and services; or

3. For a nonservice-connected disability incurred as a result of a motor vehicle accident in a State that requires automobile accident reparations insurance.

Effective Date: November 2, 2000.  

Comments Deadline:  January 2, 2001.

Address:  Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420; fax: (202) 273-9289; e-mail: OGCRegulations@mail.va.gov. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN 2900-AK39.”

Contact: David Cleaver, VHA Revenue Office (174), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-8210.


Reasonable Charges for Medical Care or Services - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on November 2, 2000, to provide “reasonable charges” for medical care or services provided or furnished by VA to a veteran:  
1. For a nonservice-connected disability for which the veteran is entitled to care (or the payment of expenses of care) under a health plan contract;

2. For a nonservice-connected disability incurred incident to the veteran's employment and covered under a worker's compensation law or plan that provides reimbursement or indemnification for such care and services; or

3. For a nonservice-connected disability incurred as a result of a motor vehicle accident in a State that requires automobile accident reparations insurance.

Contact: David Cleaver, VHA Revenue Office (174), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-8210.

· Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on November 2, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War will meet on December 4 - 6, 2000, at the John D. Dingell VA Medical Center, 4646 John R, Room B-5327, Detroit, Michigan.  The Committee’s agenda will include a period for POW veterans and/or the public to address the committee, presentations on the Veterans Benefits Administration, the Veterans Health Administration activities, the Robert E. Mitchell Center for POW Studies, a report of the Expert Panel on Stroke, a discussion of recommended presumptive diseases for former POWs, and a review of POW lists by VA and the Department of Defense.    

Contact: Mr. Robert J. Epley, Director, Compensation and Pension Service (21), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420. 

· Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on November 13 - 15, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans will meet on June 5 - 7, 2000, at the VA Medical and Regional Office Center (VAMROC) located at 1601 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington, DE.  The Committee will focus on the Veterans Small Business and Entrepreneurial Act of 1999, the status of its Sixth Annual Report, VA programs and facilities located in the Pennsylvania/Delaware Valley, and examine opportunities for partnership between VA and the Health Care Finance Administration (HCFA) in an effort to determine how minority veterans can take advantage of medical care options available through Medicare and Medicaid. The Committee will also receive a presentation concerning VA research on ``Race Related Experience Scale for Asian American Veterans with PTSD.”
Contact: Anthony T. Hawkins, Center for Minority Veterans (00M), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-6708. 
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