Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[October 1998]

· Well Grounded Claims/Duty to Assist - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published an Advance notice of proposed rulemaking, in the Federal Register on October 30, 1998, to establish policy and guidance regarding what action, if any, VA should take to develop evidence pertaining to benefit claims that are not well grounded.

Comments Deadline:  January 28, 1999.  
Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN: 2900-AJ44.”

Contact: John Bisset, Jr., Consultant, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420, telephone (202) 273-7210.

· Summary of Precedent Opinions of the General Counsel - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a summary of legal interpretations, issued by VA’s General Counsel, involving veterans' benefits, in the Federal Register on October 22, 1998. These interpretations are considered precedential, and will be followed by VA in future claim matters.

· VAOPGCPREC 8-98: compensation under 38 USC 1117 for disability manifested by symptoms that either elude diagnosis or are attributed to a poorly-defined disease

· VAOPGCPREC 9-98: ratings under diagnostic codes 5003, 5010, 5257, 5259, 5260-61, 5284  

· VAOPGCPREC 10-98: 38 USC § 5310(b) and survivors’ death benefits  

· VAOPGCPREC 11-98: enrolling all catastrophically disabled veterans in enrollment category four
· VAOPGCPREC 12-98: effective date for increased disability compensation awards

· VAOPGCPREC 13-98: restored dependency and indemnity compensation and CHAMVA eligibility

· VAOPGCPREC 14-98: presumption of aggravation for a chronic disease which existed prior to service; independent medical expert opinion

Effective date:  October 2, 1998.  

Contact: Jane L. Lehman, Chief, Law Library, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420.  Telephone:  (202) 273-6558.
· Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 22, 1998 that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War will be held on November 16th through 18th, 1998, at the Department of Veterans Affairs, Ralph H. Johnson VA Medical Center, 109 Bee Street, Charleston, South Carolina, 29401.  

The agenda will include the status of the Committee's recommendations made to the Secretary on ways to help VA improve services to our POW community, and establishment of POW Advisory Groups at local VA medical centers. The Committee has invited medical professionals from VA field activities (those who work with Ex-POW veterans) and medical professionals from the National Institute of Health and from the Naval Aero Medical Institute, Pensacola, Florida, for their input to the Committee. On November 18th, there will be a discussion by a panel of experts on stroke research concerning the POW veteran. 
Contact: Mr. Robert Epley, Director, Compensation and Pension Service (21), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420.

· Medical Care Collection or Recovery -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule and notice in the Federal Register on October 13, 1998 concerning collection or recovery by VA for medical care or services provided or furnished to a veteran:  for a non-service connected disability for which the veteran is entitled to care (or the payment of expenses of care) under a health-plan contract; for a non-service connected disability incurred incident to the veteran’s employment and covered under a worker's compensation law or plan that provides reimbursement or indemnification for such care and services; or for a non-service connected disability incurred as a result of a motor vehicle accident in a State that requires automobile accident reparations insurance.
· The proposed rule includes methodology for establishing charges for VA medical care or services. Using this methodology, information for calculating proposed charge amounts at individual VA facilities for inpatient facility charges, skilled nursing facility/sub-acute inpatient facility charges, outpatient facility charges, and physician charges is set forth in the notice.

Comment deadline:  December 14, 1998.

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN: 2900-AJ30.”

Contact: David Cleaver, VHA Office of Finance (174), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8210.

· Special Oversight Board for Department of Defense Investigations of Gulf War Chemical and Biological Incidents -  The Department of Defense (DoD) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 14, 1998 that the Special Oversight Board for Department of Defense Investigations of Gulf War Chemical and Biological Incidents will meet November 19-20, 1998, at Senate Hart Office Building, Room SH-216, 2nd Street and Constitution Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20510, to discuss overview strategy, to solicit recommendations from veterans, veterans service organizations, and other concerned groups, and to obtain information from the Office of the Special Assistant for Gulf War Illnesses and other Federal agencies regarding the causes of Gulf War Illnesses.
Board Contact: Mr. Roger Kaplan, Deputy Executive Director, Special Oversight Board, 1401 Wilson Blvd, Suite 401, Arlington, VA 22209; telephone (703) 696-9470, fax (703) 696-4062, Email at Gulfsyn@osd.pentagon.mil.
· Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials; Notice of Meeting  -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 13, 1998 that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials will be held October 28-29, 1998.  The purpose of the committee is to review the administration of VA's cemeteries and burial benefits program.

· On October 28, there will be a business session at the Florida National Cemetery, 6502 SW 102nd Avenue, Bushnell, FL 33513. The committee will be updated on National Cemetery System (NCS) issues, briefed on operations at Florida National Cemetery and then given a tour of the cemetery.  

· On October 29, there will be updates and discussions on cremation scatter areas, military honors, construction of and dedications for new cemeteries, NCS 25th Anniversary and the One VA conference, at the Hawthorne Suites Hotel, 6435 Westwood Blvd., Orlando, FL 32821.
Contact: Louise Ware, Special Assistant to the Acting Director, National Cemetery System, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-7577.

· Eligibility Reporting Requirements -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published an interim final rule and notice in the Federal Register on October 6, 1998 concerning eligibility verification reports (EVRs) for recipients of pension under programs in effect prior to January 1, 1979. The amendment reduces the number of circumstances under which VA requires such pensioners to furnish annual EVRs. The intended effect of this amendment is to reduce the reporting burden on these beneficiaries, reduce the workload at VA regional offices, and enable VA to use its resources more effectively.

Effective date:  October 6, 1998.  

Comment deadline:  December 7, 1998.

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN: 2900-AJ09.”

Contact: John Bisset, Jr., Consultant, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420, telephone (202) 273-7210.

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

