Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[November 1999]

· Diseases Not Associated With Exposure to Certain Herbicide Agents - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on November 2, 1999, under the authority granted by the Agent Orange Act of 1991, (Public Law 102-4), that a presumption of service connection based on exposure to herbicides used in the Republic of Vietnam during the Vietnam era is not warranted for the following conditions: Hepatobiliary cancers, nasal/nasopharyngeal cancer, bone cancer, breast cancer, female reproductive cancers, urinary bladder cancer, renal cancer, testicular cancer, leukemia, abnormal sperm parameters and infertility, motor/coordination dysfunction, chronic peripheral nervous system disorders, metabolic and digestive disorders (other than diabetes mellitus), immune system disorders, circulatory disorders, respiratory disorders (other than certain respiratory cancers), skin cancer, cognitive and neuropsychiatric effects, gastrointestinal tumors, brain tumors, and any other condition for which the Secretary has not specifically determined a presumption of service connection is warranted. 

Contact: Donald England, Chief, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-7210. 

· Certain Rates Regarding Recovery From Tortiously Liable Third Persons - The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) published a notice in the Federal Register on November 1, 1999, listing rates for use in connection with the recovery, from tortiously liable third persons, of the cost of hospital and medical care and treatment furnished by the United States (Part 43, Chapter I, Title 28, Code of Federal Regulations) through three separate Federal agencies, including the Department of Veterans Affairs.  The rates have been established in accordance with the requirements of OMB Circular A-25, requiring reimbursement of the full cost of all services provided. 
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