Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[September 1999]

· Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War, Notice of Charter Renewal - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 15, 1999, under the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended (Public Law 92-463; 5 USC App.), that the VA Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War has been renewed for a 2-year period beginning September 4, 1999, through September 4, 2001. 

· Medical Research Service Merit Review Committee, Notice of Charter Renewal - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 15, 1999, under the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended (Public Law 92-463; 5 USC App.), that the VA Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials has been rechartered for a 2-year period beginning September 5, 1999, through September 5, 2001. 

· Medical Research Service Merit Review Committee; Notice of Meetings - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 10, 1999, of forthcoming meetings, in Washington, DC, of the following Medical Research Service Merit Review Subcommittees: Endocrinology, Nephrology, Epidemiology, Mental Health and Behavioral Sciences, Cardiology, Oncology, Respiration, Neurobiology-D, Hematology, Neurobiology-C, Immunology, Aging & Clinical Geriatrics, Infectious Diseases, Surgery, Gastroenterology, Alcoholism & Drug Dependence, General Medical Science, and Medical Research Service Merit Review Committee.  

Contact: Dr. LeRoy Frey, Chief, Program Review Division, Medical Research Service, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 408-3630. 

· Special Medical Advisory Group, Notice of Meetings - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 10, 1999, that the Special Medical Advisory Group will meet on September 28, 1999, in Room 830 at VA Central Office, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC.  The agenda will include discussion of VA Research Program systemwide, update on the service line principles and recommendations, issues in education and curriculum, and VA efforts in the computerized patient record.

Contact:  Celestine Brockington, Office of the Under Secretary for Health, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-5878.

· Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs, Notice of Meetings - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 10, 1999, that the Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs will meet on September 23, 1999, in Room 430 at VA Central Office, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC, and on September 24, 1999, in Room 418 at Senate Russell Office Building, 1st and Constitution Avenue, NE, Washington, DC.  The Committee will receive a status report concerning implementation of an integrated prosthetics organization within each Veterans Integrated Service Network and briefings by the National Program Directors of the Special-Disabilities Programs.  The Committee will also review and discuss with staff members of the House and Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee the Report to Congress on Maintaining Capacity for the Specialized Treatment and Rehabilitative Needs of Disabled Veterans and the Report by the Senate Minority Staff, Committee on Veterans' Affairs, of VA Programs for Veterans with Special Needs.  

Contact: Kathy Pessagno, Veterans Health Administration (113), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8512.

· Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Environmental Hazards, Notice of Meetings - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 9, 1999, that the Special Medical Advisory Group will meet on October 6-7, 1999, in Room 203 at VA Central Office, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC. The agenda will include discussions and analyses of medical and scientific papers concerning the health effects of exposure to ionizing radiation. On the basis of their analyses and discussions, the Committee may make recommendations to the Secretary concerning diseases that are the result of exposure to ionizing radiation.

Contact: Ersie Farber-Collins, Compensation and Pension Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave,  NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7268.

· National Capital Memorial Commission, Notice of Meetings - The National Park Service published a notice in the Federal Register on September 3, 1999, that the National Capital Memorial Commission (NCMC) will meet on September 23, 1999, in Room 312 at the National Building Museum, 5th and F Streets, NW,  Washington, DC. The Commission will review the following legislative proposals:  S 311 and HR 1509, bills to authorize the Disabled Veterans LIFE Foundation to establish a memorial in the District of Columbia or its environs to honor veterans who became disabled while serving in the Armed Forces of the United States.

· NCMC Contact: Nancy Young, Executive Secretary to the Commission, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 619-7097.

· Active Duty Service Determinations for Civilian or Contractual Groups - The Department of the Air Force (USAF) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 2, 1999, that the service of the group known as “American Merchant Marine Mariners Who Were in Active Ocean-Going Service” during the period of August 15, 1945 to December 31, 1946, shall not be considered “active duty” under the provisions of Public Law 95-202 for the purposes of all laws administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  This determination was made by the Secretary of the Air Force, acting as Executive Agent of the Secretary of Defense, on August 11, 1999

· USAF Contact: James D. Johnston at the Secretary of the Air Force Personnel Council (SAFPC), DoD Civilian/Military Service Review Board, 1535 Command Drive, 3rd Floor-EE Wing, Andrews AFB, MD 20762-7002.

· Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 1, 1999, that the Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials will meet on October 3-4, 1999, at the Hampton Inn I-55, Joliet, IL. On October 3, the Committee will participate in the dedication ceremony of the new Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery in Joliet, Illinois. On October 4, the Committee will reconvene for updates and reports on National Cemetery Administration (NCA) issues, including memorials, cemetery construction, and current legislation.

Contact:  Paige Lowther, National Cemetery Administration, 810 Vermont Ave, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-5164.  
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