Table 1A.  Comparison of the Current Report with Prior Reports 

The latest official estimate and projection of the veteran population from VA’s Office of the Actuary (OACT) is VetPop2001Adj.  It includes substantial adjustments to VetPop2001 based on the limited veteran data available on 9-30-02 from the 2000 decennial census. Because Census 2000 data are used extensively and are widely accepted as the standard by which other data are evaluated, OACT has made consistent adjustments to the veteran population from VetPop2001 to match data from Census 2000.  For example:

· A new baseline was created at 4-1-2000 with summary data equal to data available from Summary File 3 (SF3) of Census 2000.

· State migration assumptions were revised to reflect actual changes in the census from 1990 to 2000.

· The methodology used to split states into counties was changed to the methodology used for VetPop2000.

· Age, disability, and branch distributions were kept constant within period of service by gender by two age groups (under 65 and over 64).

Data from VetPop2001Adj are the current official estimates and projections, superseding all prior estimates.

Table 1A below shows a comparison of estimates from each generation of Vet Pop for the years 2000 to 2002.  Shaded cells show the official estimate as of the date indicated in the column. Differences in model estimates within and across models reflect changes in the actual veteran population as well as updated input data and any modifications to model assumptions or methodology.  For example, for the 2000 Census date of 4-1-2000, adjusting the veteran population estimate to the 2000 Census data increased it by 2.8 percent. 
  For detailed data or information about the models, please contact Mike Wells (202-273-5106); or Rob Klein (202-273-5101); or OACT (202-273-5081); or email us at VetPop2001Adj@mail.va.gov.

	Table 1A
	Estimated Veteran Population (in Thousands) as of:

	Model
	4/1/00
	9/30/00
	9/30/01
	9/30/02

	Vet Pop 2000
	25,722*
	25,498
	25,038
	24,570

	Vet Pop 2001
	25,942*
	25,752
	25,349
	24,934

	Vet Pop 2001Adj
	26,676
	26,475
	26,053
	25,618


* Interpolated because estimates from VetPop2000 and VetPop2001 are on a fiscal year basis after for this time period.  

� Adjustment to Census 2000 was made only for estimated veterans in the U.S. and Puerto Rico; the estimates in Table 1A are for all veterans, which includes veterans living outside of the U.S. and Puerto Rico.





