Marital Status and Minor Dependents

Introduction:  Marital Status (married or single) and Minor Dependents are two new variables introduced in VetPop2001. Table 11L contains estimates and projections of the number of veterans by marital status. Table 12L contains estimates and projections of minor dependents of living veterans who may be eligible for veterans benefits. 

     A minor dependent is an unmarried child of a veteran under age 18, under 23 in a fulltime course of instruction, or who became permanently incapable of self-support before reaching age 18. 

Sources and Methods:  Data on Spouses and Minor Dependents come from two sources. The March 2000 Current Population Survey supplied marriage rates by Gender and 5-year Age groups.
 The “Analysis of the U.S. Military’s Projected Retiree Medical Liabilities, Fiscal Year 1999” supplied data on the rate of minor dependents per living veteran by Gender and 5-year Age groups.
 These rates are then applied to the populations of living veterans by Age and Gender from 9/30/2000 forward. 

     Marital Status and Minor Dependents are not currently used in the determination of any other variable. 

Cautions:  This is the first effort to include Marital Status and Minor Dependents in the actuarial model. Table 11L and 12L represent counts of all Spouses and Dependents, not just those eligible for or receiving benefits.  The marriage rates and the rate of minor dependents per living veteran vary only by Age and Gender. Thus Marital Status and Minor Dependent distributions within Period and Disability Status only reflect the Age and Gender distributions within Period and Disability Status 

     The Office of the Actuary continues to research and test the model for information on surviving spouses and dependents of deceased veterans. 
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