DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

TO CARE FOR HIM
WHO SHALL HAVE
BORNE THE BATTLE,
AND FOR HIS WIDOW
AND HIS ORPHAN. ..

Abraham Lincoln

VA OPTOMETRY
RESIDENCIES

The Department of Veterans Affairs has the
largest optometric clinical training program
in the United States. There are over 80 COE
accredited post-graduate residents and more
than 550 optometry students who obtain
clinical training annually. Former VA
residents are among the nation’s most
successful and nationally recognized
individuals within the profession.

In today’s changing health care
environment, it is important to plan for the
future. All current indicators suggest that
the demand for optometrists with residency
training will continue to increase. Already,
many of the best jobs require post-graduate
residency certification.

Regardless of ultimate career goals, a VA
residency can be an excellent “stepping
stone.” The opportunity to acquire an
outstanding position within a practice or an
HMO is enhanced by having completed a
VA residency. Prior VA residents are also
given preference for VA staff positions.
Many others have obtained faculty
appointments at a School or College of
Optometry due to their VA residency
credentials.

UNIQUE BENEFITS OF A VA RESIDENCY

RESIDENCY IN PRIMARY EYE CARE

* An outstanding 12 month (July 1-June
30) clinical patient care experience
serving a challenging and rewarding
veteran population

* A stimulating interdisciplinary
environment where the resident learns to
coordinate quality primary optometric
eye care services with other health care
providers to maximize patient care
outcomes and learning experiences

* Research and academic opportunities
mentored by experienced clinicians who
are among the most published
optometrists worldwide.

* Opportunity for emphasis in either
Primary Eye Care or combined Primary
Eye Care/Rehabilitative Optometry

* Vacation, national holidays, and sick
days along with authorized absence for
approved continuing education

» Competitive annual stipend; currently
$25,750

Each VA residency program is
unique as experiences and
opportunities are different at each
site. More specific residency
program information can be
obtained by contacting the
individual sites.

In Primary Eye Care residency programs, the
resident is part of an interdisciplinary team
working to provide high quality patient care. In
most programs, opportunities exist for clinical
rotations, grand rounds, and other academic and
didactic experiences.

RESIDENCY IN PRIMARY EYE
CARE/REHABILITATIVE OPTOMETRY

In addition to the primary eye care
opportunities described above, the Primary Eye
Care/Rehabilitative Optometry resident is
exposed to a professional team of highly
qualified providers with unique skills for care
of visually impaired veterans. These
residencies offer intense low vision and
rehabilitation training at nationally recognized
vision rehabilitation centers.

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Applicants must be U.S. citizens, have passed
National Boards, and have received a Doctor of
Optometry degree from an accredited School or
College of Optometry by July 1 of the
residency year. Prior to residency completion,
the applicant is expected to obtain state
licensure.

APPLICATION

Transcripts, NBEO scores, letters of
recommendation, and on-site interviews are
factors considered for acceptance to a residency
program. The application must be made through
ORMS (Optometry Residency Matching
Service, Inc.) on or before February 1.



RESIDENCIES IN PRIMARY EYE CARE

Alabama Tuscaloosa VAMC
Roy Thompson, O.D. 205/554-2847
3701 Loop Rd., Tuscaloosa, AL 35404 (UAB Affiliate)
Arkansas Fayetteville VAMC
Mary Jo Horn, O.D. 501/443-4301 x 5672
1100 College Ave, Fayetteville, AR 72703 (NSUCO Affiliate)
California Fresno VAMC
Gerald Melore, O.D., M.P.H. 559/225-6100 x 4018
2615 E. Clinton Ave., Fresno, CA. 93703 (UCB Affiliate)
Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System
Los Angeles Ambulatory Care Center
Freddy Chang, O.D., Ph.D. 213/253-2677 x 4624
351 E. Temple St., Los Angeles, CA 90012-3328 (SCCO Affiliate)
Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System
Sepulveda Ambulatory Care Center and Nursing Home
Sheila Anderson, O.D. 818/891-7711 x 7744
16111 Plummer St., Sepulveda, CA 91343 (SCCO Affiliate)
Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System
West Los Angeles Healthcare Center
Pauline Ilsen, O.D. 310/268-3995
11301 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90073  (SCCO Affiliate)
San Francisco VAMC
Bernard Dolan, O.D., M.S. 415/221-4810 x 2683
4150 Clement St., San Francisco, CA 94121 (UCB Affiliate)
Connecticut VA Connecticut Healthcare System- Newington
Leonard Oshinskie, O.D. 860/667-6742
555 Willard Ave., Newington, CT 06111 (NEWENCO Affiliate)
Delaware Wilmington VAMC
Brian Mahoney, O.D. 302/633-5298 x 4626
1601 Kirkwood Hwy., Wilmington, DE 19805 (PCO Affiliate)

Florida Bay Pines VAMC
Linda Bass, O.D. 727/398-6661 x 5225
PO Box 5005, Bay Pines, FL 33504 (NOVA Affiliate)
Gainesville VAMC
John Tierney, O.D. 352/374-6061

1601 S.W. Archer Rd., Gainesville, FL 32608 (NOVA Affiliate)
Hllinois Danville VAMC
Stephen Boyer, O.D. 217/431-6587
1900 E. Main St., Danville, IL 61832 (IU Affiliate)
Kentucky Lexington VAMC
James Rakes, O.D. 606/233-4511 x 3604
2250 Leestown Rd, Lexington, KY 40511 (1U Affiliate)
Maryland VA Maryland Healthcare System — Baltimore Division
Anthony B. Litwak, O.D. 410/605-7230
10 North Greene St., Baltimore, MD 21201 (PCO Affiliate)
VA Maryland Healthcare System — Perry Point Division
Sharon Atkin, O.D. 410/642-2411 x 6619
VA Medical Center Perry Point, MD 21902 (PCO Affiliate)
Massachusetts Edith Nourse Rogers VAMC
Rodney K. Gutner, O.D. 781/687-2538
200 Springs Rd., Bedford, MA 01730 (NEWENCO Affiliate)
VA New England Healthcare System- Boston VAOPC
Gerald Selvin, O.D. 617/248-1414
251 Causeway St., Boston, M4 02114-2119 (NEWENCO Affiliate)
Brockton/West Roxbury VAMC
Barry Fisch, O.D. 508/583-4500 x 1106
940 Belmont St., Brockton, MA 02401 (NEWENCO Affiliate)

Michigan Battle Creek VAMC
Michael Vandeveer, O.D., M.P.A. 616/966-5600 x 6455
Battle Creek, MI 49016 (MCO Affiliate)

New Hampshire VA New England Healthcare System — Manchester

Nadia Zalatima, O.D. 800/892-8384 x 6675

718 Smyth Rd., Manchester, NH 03104 (NEWENCO Affiliate)
New Jersey VA New Jersey Healthcare System-Lyons & East Orange

Bruce Walker, O.D. 908/647-0180 x 4590

Lyons Campus, Lyons, NJ 07939 (SUNY Affiliate)
New Mexico ~ New Mexico VA Healthcare System-Albuquerque

Carolyn Martin, O.D., M.S. 505/265-1711 x 5620

1501 San Pedro SE., Albuquerque, NM 87108  (UHCO Affiliate)
New York New York Harbor Healthcare System- Brooklyn/St. Albans

Lori Reminick, O.D. 718/836-6600 x 6497

800 Poly PL., Brooklyn, NY 11209 (SUNY Affiliate)
Hudson Valley VA Health Care System
Nancy Wong, O.D., M.S. 914/737-4400 x 2014

Montrose, NY 12511 (SUNY Affiliate)

North Carolina W.G. Hefner VAMC
Gary Mancil, O.D. 704/638-3825

1601 Brenner Ave., Salisbury, NC 28144 (SCO Affiliate)
Ohio Chillicothe VAMC
William Schuller, O.D., M.P.H. 614/773-1141 x 7853
17273 State Rt 104, Chillicothe, OH 45601 (TOSU Affiliate)

Louis B. Stokes Cleveland VAMC
Stacia Yaniglos, O.D.  216/791-3800 x 5405

10710 E. Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44106 (TOSU Affiliate)
Oklahoma Muskogee VAMC

Tara Creed, O.D. 918/680-3667

Honor Heights Dr., Muskogee, OK 74401 (NSUCO Affiliate)
Oregon Portland VAMC

Mark Williams, O.D.  503/220-8262 x51104
PO Box 1034/P-5-EYE, Portland, OR 97202 (PUCO Affiliate)
Pennsylvania  Wilkes-Barre VAMC
James Check, O.D. 570/824-3521 x7503
1111 E. End Blvd., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711 (PCO Affiliate)
South Carolina WJB Dorn VAMC
Traci Thielen, O.D. 803/776-4000 x 7062
6439 Garner’s Ferry Rd., Columbia, SC 29209-1639(SCO Affiliate)
Tennessee Memphis VAMC
Gary Brough, O.D. 901/523-8990 x 5500
1030 Jefferson Ave., Memphis, TN 38104 (SCO Affiliate)
James H. Quillen VAMC
Loren Bennett, O.D. 423/926-1171 x 7283
Mountain Home, TN 37684 (SCO Affiliate)
Texas Amarillo VAMC
James O’Connor, O.D.  806/355-9703 x 7689
6010 Amarillo Blvd., Amarillo, TX 79106
Virginia Hampton VAMC
Gay Tokamaru, O.D. 757/722-9961 x 2955
100 Emancipation Dr., Hampton, VA 23667 (TOSU Affiliate)
Washington — American Lake VAMC
Jeffrey A. Hiett, O.D., M.S. 253/582-8440 x 6632
VA Puget Sound, Tacoma, WA 98493 (PUCO Affiliate)
Walla Walla VAMC
Barbara Hetrick, O.D. 509/527-3491
77 Wainwright Dr., Walla Walla, WA 99362 (PUCO Affiliate)
West Virginia Huntington VAMC
Jack Terry, M.S., O.D., Ph.D. 304/429-6755 x 2885
1540 Spring Valley Dr., Huntington, WV 25704 (1U Affiliate)
Martinsburg VAMC
Paul DeAlba, O.D. 305/263-0811 x3527
VA Medical Center, Martinsburg, WV 25401 (PCO Affiliate)

(NSUCO Affiliate)

RESIDENCIES IN PRIMARY EYE CARE/REHABILITATIVE
OPTOMETRY

Alabama  Birmingham VAMC

Lyman Norden, O.D. 205/933-8101 x 6118

700 S. 19" St., Birmingham, AL 35233 (UAB Affiliate)
Arizona Tucson VAMC

Timothy Messer, O.D. 520/792-1450 x 15659

3601 S. 6" Ave., Tucson, AZ 85723 (SCCO Affiliate)
California  Western Blind Rehabilitation Ctr

Curtis Keswick, O.D. 650/493-5000 x 64377

3801 Miranda Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94304 (UCB Affiliate)

Connecticut VA Connecticut Healthcare System — West Haven
Charles Haskes, O.D., M.S.  203/932-5711 x 2758
950 Campbell Ave., West Haven, CT 06517 (NEWENCO Affiliate)
Hlinois VA Chicago Healthcare System
Thomas Stelmack, O.D. 312/666-6500 x3501
820 S. Damen Ave., Chicago, IL 60680 (ICO Affiliate)
Missouri  Kansas City VAMC
Robert Carty, O.D. 816/861-4700 x 3661
4801 Linwood Bivd., Kansas City, MO 64128 (UMSL Affiliate)
New York  Northport VAMC
Allen Cohen, O.D. 516/261-4400 x 2136
79 Middleville Rd., Northport, NY 11768 (SUNY Affiliate)
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