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The 2011 Green Routine Award Nominations

Congratulations to all the Award nominees for their grassroots leadership in improving sustainability at
the Department of Veterans Affairs!

Recycling

When it comes to recycling, the sheer volume of materials that can be diverted from waste streams is
mind-boggling. Recycling programs at VA facilities run the gamut from the usual plastics, paper, glass,
aluminum, and batteries to blue wrap, computer equipment, video tapes and other electronic media.
The absence of municipal programs doesn’t slow down these teams. Where there’s no other option,
staff personally drop off recyclables or recycle at home. We salute their commitment.
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Waste Reduction

This year’s field of nominees took aim at disposables and kitchen waste. To drastically cut waste
streams, teams removed paper and Styrofoam cups and plastic bags, offering instead reusable cups,
mugs and bags. A kitchen garden project taught participants how to minimize food waste through
composting. These efforts soften VA’s environmental impact and save substantially on waste disposal
fees.

Reusable Drink Cups for CLC * Kitchen Garden Project \)
Boise VA Medical Center San Francisco VA Medical Center
Boise, ID San Francisco, CA

Paper and Styrofoam Cup, and Plastic Bag
Reduction Programs *

Veterans Canteen Service Central Office
St. Louis, MO

Resource Conservation
Smart sustainability depends on creative problem-solving. These facilities implemented programs that

cut petroleum use through bio-fueled scooters, eliminate paper forms, and reduce water and energy use
through careful OR waste segregation. It all adds up to smarter operations and a lighter footprint.

OR Waste Segregation (%) Conversion to BioFuel for Diesel Scooters
James H. Quillen VA Medical Center Southern Oregon Rehabilitation Center & Clinics
Mountain Home, TN White City, OR

Transition to Online VCS COPP Initiative *
Veterans Canteen Service Central Office
St. Louis, MO

Environmental Performance

The field of nominees included an aggressive effort to improve indoor air quality through the use of
exceptionally low-VOC paint—a product so safe that painting could proceed in staffed areas during
normal work hours, and even OR rooms could be returned to service immediately after painting.

Louis Stokes VA Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
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