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ADMINISTRATION OF VACCINES

1.
PURPOSE:  The purpose of this memorandum is to define policy and procedure for the administration of immunizations in accordance with established protocols, preventive medicine guidelines, chronic disease performance measures, Healthy People 2010 guidelines and Department of Veterans Affairs emphasis on Preventive Medicine.

2.
POLICY:  

a.
All eligible veterans, outpatient and inpatient, and employees/volunteers will be offered immunizations, based on availability of vaccine and personal risk factors.  

b.
Administration of immunization includes informed expressed or implied permission by the patient along with appropriate screening.  

c.
All persons receiving vaccinations should receive information about the vaccine and its benefits and risks.  

d.
RN/LPN or Pharmacist may administer vaccines.

3.
PROCEDURE:

a.
CDC and VHA recommendations regarding prioritization of patients, risk factor identification, and standards for administration will be adopted as accepted standards of practice by the medical staff.

b.
Links for information to the programs identified in the purpose include:

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/flu/fluvirus.htm

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5306a1.htm

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/flu/fluvac.htm

http://www.cdc.gov/nip/vaccine/vac-chart-publi.htm

c.
Information sheets regarding adverse or untoward effects of vaccines will be given to recipients prior to vaccine administration.

d.
Administration of immunizations will be documented in CPRS.

4.
RESPONSIBILITY:  The Chief, _____________ Services is responsible for the contents of this MCM.

5.
REVIEW DATE:  The Chief of Staff will review this policy for revision/rescission in 2 years.

6.
REFERENCES:

a.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  

i.
Prevention and Control of Influenza:  Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), MMWR, Current edition.

ii. 
The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices Makes New Influenza Vaccine Recommendations, Current edition.

iii.
Vaccine Information Statement (VIS).  Atlanta, GA:  IS Department of Health and Human Services, CDC, Current edition.

b.
VHA Directive:  Influenza Vaccine, Current edition

7.
RESCISSION:  Last policy related to vaccines.

_____________________________________

(Signature of Medical Center Director)
Administration of Vaccines
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