Immunizations

WHY GET IMMUNIZED?

Vaccines are available to prevent many illnesses that cause death in adults in the United States.  Diseases are becoming rare due to vaccinations.  Until the diseases can be completely eliminated, we need to keep immunizing.  If we stopped immunizing, we would see epidemics of diseases and more children would get sick and many would die.  We vaccinate to protect our future – our children, grandchildren and their grandchildren.  There is a small number of people who cannot be vaccinated and a small percentage of people who don’t respond to vaccines.  These individuals are susceptible to disease and the only protection they have is when the rest of us around them are immune and cannot pass disease along to them.

WHICH IMMUNIZATIONS DO YOU NEED?
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As determined by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) and American College of Preventive Medicine, adults 18 and older without contraindications may need to be immunized for:

· Tetanus, Diphtheria (Td)

· Influenza

· Pneumococcal (polysaccharide)

· Hepatitis B

· Hepatitis A

· Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR)

· Varicella

· Meningococcal (polysaccharide)

NOTE:  Anyone considering a vaccination should review the reasons for the vaccine and potential risks with their health care provider.  In most cases, the risks associated with having the disease far outweigh any risks associated with the vaccine.  Evidence indicates that it is safe to give multiple injections at one time.
WANT MORE INFORMATION?

For more information, visit the National Immunization Program Website at www.cdc.gov/nip/ or call the Hotline at 800-232-2522.
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