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Possible Effects of Severe Hearing Loss On Understanding Speech
Without hearing aids, conversation must be very loud to be heard; you may miss up to 100% of With hearing aids, you can usually “hear” people talking, but miss parts of what is said.  speech information without hearing aids.  With hearing aids alone, the ability to understand speech is greatly impacted by distance and noise.  Depending on your speech recognition ability, even with hearing aids, words may still sound muffled and distorted.
Possible Social / Emotional Impact of Severe Hearing Loss
Communication is significantly affected, and social outings can be difficult, especially in noisy places or rooms with bad acoustics.  There is a tendency for poorer self-concept or isolation if others are not patient in their attempts to communicate.
Potential Accommodations and Services
Full time, consistent use of amplification (hearing aids and/or assistive devices) is vital.  A quiet environment and good lighting are needed to use lipreading cues.  Extra written information is needed. You should repeat important information to confirm you heard it correctly. You will have hearing difficulties even with hearing aids:

· In noise

· When the speaker is at a distance or talks fast

· In a room with an echo

Amplified telephones, loud bell ringers, or teletext telephones are available from many states.  Phone communication will be difficult due to absence of lipreading cues.  Always let the person on the phone know you have a severe hearing loss and confirm information by repeating, spelling, and using code words and numbers. Support groups for persons with hearing loss are available in many communities.  Special classes on lipreading and communication strategies are also available.  Your audiologist will advise you of these services as needed.
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Visit our website at: http://www.vaprevention.com/

