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How Is Tuberculosis (TB) Diagnosed?

SKIN TEST:  A skin test is the only way to tell if you have latent TB infection.  A protein found in TB is injected into the skin of your arm.  If you have a positive reaction to the skin test, your Health Care Provider may do other tests to see if you have TB disease.
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SPUTUM TEST:  Sputum or phlegm is tested to see if there is active TB disease in your lungs. 
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CHEST X-RAY:  A chest x-ray can tell if there is damage to your lungs from TB.  It may be difficult to diagnose TB from the chest x-ray because it can look like pneumonia or other lung problems.

[image: image3.jpg]



HISTORY AND PHYSICAL:  A physical examination and a medical history may reveal whether you have the symptoms of TB or may have been around someone with TB.
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