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What Is Tuberculosis?

Tuberculosis (TB) …
· Is a very serious disease worldwide.  TB kills more people with HIV than any other disease.

· Is spread by tiny germs that can float in the air.

· Germs may spray into the air if a person with TB disease of the lungs or throat coughs, shouts, or sneezes.

· Germs can live in your body without making you sick.  This is called latent (inactive) TB infection.  Your immune system traps TB germs with special germ fighters.  Your germ fighters keep TB germs from making you sick.  Treatment for latent TB infection significantly reduces the chance that you will develop active TB disease in later life.

· Germs will sometimes break away and spread.  Then they cause active TB disease.  The germs can attack the lungs or other parts of the body.  They can go to the kidneys, the brain, or the spine.  TB disease requires medical treatment.  Without medical treatment, you can die.

· Can be cured with treatment.
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