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1.  As stated in the Under Secretary for Health’s Academic Partnership Instruction 

#97-01 (February 26, 1997), VHA will review and re-sign its academic affiliations over a two-year period.  Phase One, completed by September 30, 1997, was a substantive review of the affiliation relationships between VA and medical schools.  Phase Two, to be completed by September 30, 1999, will address the other 4,000-plus affiliation agreements that VHA maintains for its associated health professions training programs.  Associated health professions are defined as all clinical professions other than allopathic and osteopathic medicine.  The attached documents address the policies and process for implementing Phase Two.

2.  Associated health training is an important component of VHA’s education mission.  The over 54,000 trainees in 40-plus disciplines who train every year in VA represent an important contribution to the future health professionals for VA and the nation.  Accordingly, signing new education agreements for all associated health training programs presents an opportunity to review these programs to ensure that they are aligned with the goals provided by the Associated Health Professions Review Committee chaired by Mr. Gail Warden.

3.  The Office of Academic Affiliations shall provide guidance and assistance to Network Directors and health care facilities regarding affiliations with associated health professions education programs.  For questions, please call Linda Johnson, Ph.D., R.N., at 202.273.8372, or Fortune Kennedy, Ed.D., R.N., at 202.273.8373, or Gloria Holland, Ph.D., at 202.273.8371.
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