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POLICY CHANGE TO VHA SUPPLEMENT MP-5, PART II, CHAPTER 2, RECRUITMENT AND APPOINTMENT

1.  PURPOSE:  This Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Notice changes MP-5, Part II, Chapter 2 to permit the appointment of full-time Associated Health Trainees for a period of time that exceeds 1 year.  This change coincides with the issuance of a VHA Directive that removes the 1-year appointment limitation for full-time Associated Health Trainees that was in VHA Manual M-8, Part II, Chapter 2.

2.  In the past, appointments of full-time Associated Health Trainees were limited to one year in statute.  That was the maximum duration of appointments authorized in Title 38 United States Code (U.S.C.) 7405(c)(3).  However, section 204 of the Veterans Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-419) amended section 7405(c) to permit the appointment of full-time medical support personnel (including Associated Health Trainees) on a temporary basis, not-to-exceed 3 years, with renewals permitted for like-periods.  Full-time Associated Health Trainees requiring 1 or more years of training may now be appointed for a period not-to-exceed 3 years.

3.  VHA Supplement to MP-5, Part II, Chapter 2, is changed as follows:


a.  In paragraph 2.31a(1), the fourth sentence is changed to read as follows: "Appointments of associated health trainees and students may be made on a temporary full-time basis not-to-exceed 3 years, or on a part-time or intermittent basis for a period of time consistent with individual training program requirements.”


b.  In paragraph 2.31b(1), the phrase “not-to-exceed 1 year” is changed to “not to exceed 3 years”.

4.  These changes will be incorporated into VA Handbook 5005, "Staffing" before the expiration of this Notice.

5.  RESPONSIBLE OFFICE:  The Office of Human Resources Management (HRM), HRM Programs and Policies Service (051) is responsible for the contents in this VHA Notice.

6.  RESCISSIONS: This VHA Notice expires November 30, 2006.

	
	S/ Tom Sanders for

	
	Thomas L. Garthwaite, M.D.

	
	Under Secretary for Health
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