Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[September 2000]
· Advisory Committee on Special Studies Relating to the Possible Long-Term Health Effects of Phenoxy Herbicides and Contaminants (Ranch Hand Advisory Committee); Notice of Meeting - The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 26, 2000 that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Special Studies Relating to the Possible Long-Term Health Effects of Phenoxy Herbicides and Contaminants (Ranch Hand Advisory Committee) will be held at the Hilton Palacio del Rio Hotel, Conference Center, La Espada Room, 200 South Alamo St., San Antonio, TX, on October 19 - 20, 2000.  The committee will conduct a review and comment on the scope of work for the sixth and final round of examinations of the Air Force Health Study.

FDA Contact:  Ronald F. Coene, National Center for Toxicological Research (HFT-10), Food and Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, MD 20857; telephone:  (301) 827-6696 or the toll-free FDA Advisory Committee Information Line, 1 (800) 741-8138.  

· Gold Star Mother's Day, 2000 – The President of the United States of America published a proclamation in the Federal Register on September 26, 2000, noting that America's Gold Star Mothers rose above their personal tragedy, and today they continue to stand watch over our Nation, and proclaiming September 24, 2000 as Gold Star Mother's Day.  

· Performance Review Board Members – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 25, 2000, publishing the appointment of Performance Review Board members. This notice revises the list of members of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Performance Review Boards which was published in the Federal Register on November 6, 1998 (62 FR 60047).

· National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2000 – The President of the United States of America published a proclamation in the Federal Register on September 19, 2000, noting that this year marks the 50th anniversary of the onset of  the Korean War and the 25th anniversary of the end of  the war in Vietnam, and proclaiming September 15, 2000 as National POW/MIA Recognition Day.  

· Appeals Regulations: Title for Members of the Board of Veterans' Appeals – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on September 14, 2000, to amend VA Appeals Regulations to provide that a Member of the Board of Veterans' Appeals (Board) may also be known as a “veterans law judge”.

Effective Date:  September 14, 2000

Contact:  Steven L. Keller, Senior Deputy Vice Chairman, Board of Veterans' Appeals, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 565-5978.

· Geriatrics and Gerontology Advisory Committee, Notice of Charter Renewal – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 14, 2000, that the VA Geriatrics and gerontology Advisory Committee has been renewed for a 2-year period beginning September 5, 2000, through September 5, 2002.

· Increase in Rates Payable Under the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on September 13, 2000, in compliance with statute, establishing the monthly rates of basic educational assistance payable to veterans under the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty for fiscal year 2000 (October 1, 1999, through September 30, 2000).  In a document published in the Federal Register on July 20, 2000 VA intended to show a 1.6% increase in these rates in accordance with the statutory formula. Some of the published rates were incorrect. Accordingly, this document makes corrections to these rates.  

Effective Date:  September 13, 2000.  

Applicability Date:  The changes in rates are applied retroactively to conform to statutory requirements.

Contact:  William G. Susling, Jr., Assistant Director for Policy and Program Development, Education Service (225C), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7187.

· Cash Values for National Service Life Insurance (NSLI) and Veterans Special Life Insurance Term-Capped Policies - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on September 11, 2000 to amend VA regulations regarding National Service Life Insurance (NSLI) and Veterans Special Life Insurance (VSLI) by providing cash values for NSLI and VSLI term-capped policies and further providing the options to either receive the cash value in a lump sum or to purchase paid-up insurance upon the termination of the contract before maturity.  

Effective Date:  September 11, 2000.  

Contact: George Poole, Chief of Insurance Program Administration and Oversight, Department of Veterans Affairs, PO Box 8079, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101; telephone number (215) 842-2000, ext. 4286; fax  (215) 381-3502; or e-mail issgpool@VBA.VA.GOV.

· National Interest Waivers for Second Preference Employment-Based Immigrant Physicians Serving in Medically Underserved Areas or at Department of Veterans Affairs Facilities - The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) published an interim rule in the Federal Register on September 6, 2000 establishing the procedure under which a physician who is willing to practice full-time in an area designated by the Secretary of Health and Human Services as having a shortage of health care professionals or in a facility operated by the Department of Veterans Affairs may obtain a waiver of the job offer requirement that applies to alien beneficiaries of second preference employment-based immigrant visa petitions. This rule explains the requirements the alien physician must meet in order to obtain approval of an immigrant visa petition and, once the physician has completed the requirements, to obtain adjustment to lawful permanent residence status. This regulatory change is necessary to help reduce the shortage of physicians in designated underserved areas of the United States.  

Note:  A correction to this final rule was published in the Federal Register on September 27, 2000.  

Effective Date:  October 6, 2000.  

INS Contact:  Craig Howie, Headquarters Adjudications Officer, Business and Trade Services, Adjudications Division, Immigration and Naturalization Service, 425 I Street, NW., Room 3040, Washington, DC 20536; telephone:  (202) 353-8177.  

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

