Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[December 1997]

· Board of Veterans' Appeals: Rules of Practice--Attorney Fee Matters - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register, 09 DE 97, to amend the Rules of Practice of the Board of Veterans' Appeals (Board) to discontinue VA's paying attorney fees from past-due benefits, establish safeguards in the case of ``disinterested third-party'' payers, and simplify certain notice procedures. 

Effective Date:  December 15, 1997.  

Comments Deadline: February 9, 1998.  

Mail or hand deliver written comments to: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW., Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. 

Contact: Steven L. Keller, Chief Counsel, Board of Veterans' Appeals, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:   (202) 565-5978.

· Guidelines for Furnishing Sensori-neural Aids (e.g., Eyeglasses, Contact Lenses, Hearing Aids) - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, 09 DE 97, affirming Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) medical regulations concerning when VA will furnish veterans with sensori-neural aids (e.g., eyeglasses, contact lenses, hearing aids), which implement a requirement imposed in the Veteran's Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996, Public Law 104-262.

Effective Date: This final rule is effective December 9, 1997.

Contact: Frederick Downs, Jr., Chief Consultant, Prosthetics and Sensory Aids Service Strategic Healthcare Group (113), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420.  Telephone (202) 273-8515.  

· Veterans Education: Approval of Correspondence Programs or Courses - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, 03 DE 97, to amend the regulations concerning approval of programs of education pursued by of correspondence. A number of changes are made to conform to statutory changes. The regulations are also amended to require that the educational institution offering a correspondence program or course certify to the State approving agency (SAA) that at least 50 percent of those pursuing the program or course require six months or more to complete it based on the six-month period immediately preceding the educational institution's application for approval. The regulations are also amended to expressly provide that the SAA may periodically review the program or course approvals already granted and that this determination would be based on the records of the school for a two-year period reasonably related to the date on which such review is conducted. Further, the requirement that the program or course must require not less than six hours preparation per week over any 26-week period is deleted, and related requirements for SAAs are changed. In addition, this document clarifies that the provisions concerning enrollments in the program or course apply not only to eligible veterans, spouses, and surviving spouses, but also to reservists. 

Effective Date: January 2, 1998.

Contact:  June C. Schaeffer, Assistant Director for Policy and Program Administration, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone (202) 273-7187.

· Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans, Notice of Meeting Cancellation - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register on 03 DE 97 giving notice that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans to be held on December 8, 1997, through December 10, 1997, in Washington, DC, is hereby canceled. 

Contact: Mr. Anthony Hawkins. Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:   (202) 273-6708.  

· Veterans Education: Increased Allowances for the Educational Assistance Test Program - The Department of Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on 03 DE 97 to increase the rates of subsistence allowance and educational assistance payable under the Educational Assistance Test Program by 6% over the rates payable for the 1996-97 academic year.  

Effective Date: December 3, 1997

Contact:  June C. Schaeffer, Assistant Director for Policy and Program Administration, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone (202) 273-7187.

· Enhanced-Use Lease of Property at the James H. Quillen Veterans Affairs Medical Center at Mountain Home, Tennessee - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on 02 DE 97 to designate the James H. Quillen Veterans Affairs Medical Center at Mountain Home, Tennessee, for an Enhanced-Use Lease development with the State of Tennessee (through the East Tennessee State University--ETSU), in order to transfer the long-term maintenance and development responsibilities of 31 acres of land (including 9 buildings) to the State of Tennessee. As consideration for the long-term use of VA's capital assets, VA will receive a combination of benefits: the cost avoidance and/or revenue generation which will result in more operational funding being available for direct patient care. VA will also receive the benefit of an improved affiliation as the result of greatly improved medical school facilities.

Contact: Bob Eidson, Capital Assets Manager, Office of the Director (00B), James H. Quillen VA Medical Center at Mountain Home (Johnson City), TN 37684; telephone:  (423)-926-1171, extension 7112.  

· Loan Guaranty: Requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans - The Department of Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on 01 DE 97 concerning the requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans (IRRRLs).  The final rule rescinds the interim final rule published 08 OC 97.  VA intends to publish a proposed rule to address the same issues that were addressed in the interim final rule. Further, the comments received in response to the interim final rule will be considered in the new rulemaking proceeding.

Effective Date: December 1, 1997.

Contact: Ms. Judith Caden, Assistant Director for Loan Policy (264), Loan Guaranty Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7368.

· Summary of Precedent Opinions of the General Counsel - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a summary of legal interpretations, issued by VA’s General Counsel, involving veterans' benefits, in the Federal Register on 01 DE 97. These interpretations are considered precedential, and will be followed by VA in future claim matters.

VAOPGCPREC 22-97:  refusal to participate in the Electronic Funds Transfer Program

VAOPGCPREC 23-97:  multiple ratings under diagnostic codes 5003 and 5257

VAOPGCPREC 24-97:  §1151 blindness and eligibility for special housing adaptation grant  

VAOPGCPREC 25-97:  garnished military retired pay as countable income for Pension  

VAOPGCPREC 26-97:  PTSD effective dates

VAOPGCPREC 27-97:  naval service as service in the Republic of Vietnam

VAOPGCPREC 28-97:  eligibility for supplemental Service Disabled Veterans Insurance

VAOPGCPREC 29-97:  applicability of 38 C.F.R. 3.105(e) to cases subject to the special settlement review under the provisions of the October 15, 1993, Stipulation and Order in Fernando Giusti Bravo, et al v. U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, et al

VAOPGCPREC 30-97:  special monthly compensation and disarticulation of the hips

VAOPGCPREC 31-97:  erroneous effective dates and reduction of rating decisions

VAOPGCPREC 32-97:  computing service-connected hearing loss

VAOPGCPREC 33-97:  trust assets as countable income for Pension purposes

VAOPGCPREC 34-97:  purchasing a computer/related materials for recreational activities

Contact: Jane L. Lehman, Chief, Law Library, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-6558.

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

