Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

 [March 1997]

· Schedule for Rating Disabilities; Cold Injuries - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register, March 28, 1997, to revise the evaluation criteria for frozen feet to reflect current medical knowledge about the long-term effects of cold injury.        

Comments Deadline:  May 27, 1997.  

Amends 38 CFR §4.13, §4.104.  Authority 38 USC §1155.  

Contact:  Caroll McBrine, MD, Regulations Staff (213A), Compensation and Pension Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7230.  

· Upgraded Discharges - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, March 28, 1997, to make nonsubstantive changes to the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) adjudication regulations regarding upgraded discharges. The intended effect of these changes is to make the regulations simpler and easier to understand.        

Effective Date: March 28, 1997.  

Contact: Laurence Freiheit, Consultant, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7252.  

· Cost-of-Living Adjustments for Service-Connected Benefits - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register, March 5, 1997, as required by the Veterans' Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-263), regarding cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs) in certain benefit rates. These COLAs affect the compensation and dependency and indemnity compensation (DIC) programs.        

Effective Date: December 1, 1996.  

Contact: Paul Trowbridge, Consultant, Compensation and Pension Service (213B), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7218.  
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