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Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[September 1998]

· Army Board for Correction of Military Records - The Department of the Army published a proposed  rule in the Federal Register on September 29, 1998 to update the policies and procedures for consideration of applications, and corrections of the military records process. The section implements portions of Title 10, US Code 1034, and Department of Defense (DOD) Directive 7050.6, Military Whistleblower Protection, that pertain to actions by the Army Board for Correction of Military Records. It also implements DoD Instruction 1336.6 Correction of Military Records and streamlines portions of the application process by transferring the information into a Department of the Army Pamphlet.

Comment deadline: October 29, 1998.

Army address: The Army Review Boards Agency, ATTN: SFMR-RBR, 1941 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, VA 22202-4508.  

Army Contact: Ms. Gale Thomas, Military Personnel Management Specialist; telephone:   (703) 607-2044.  

· Gold Star Mother's Day, 1998 – A Presidential Proclamation was published in the Federal Register on September 29, 1998 to designated the last Sunday in September as Gold Star Mother's Day.  

· Management of Federal Agency Disbursements -  The Department of the Treasury published a final rule in the Federal Register on September 25, 1998 to establish the circumstances under which waivers are available; set forth requirements for accounts to which Federal payments may be sent by electronic funds transfer (EFT); provide that any individual who receives a Federal benefit, wage, salary, or retirement payment shall be eligible to open a low-cost Treasury-designated account at a financial institution that offers such accounts; and to set forth the responsibilities of Federal agencies and recipients under the regulation.

Effective date: January 2, 1999.  

Comment deadline:  December 7, 1998.

Treasury Contact: Diana Shevlin, Financial Program Specialist, at (202) 874-7032; Donna Wilson, Financial Program Specialist, at (202) 874-6799; Sally Phillips, Senior Financial Program Specialist, at (202) 874-6749; Natalie H. Diana at (202) 874-6950; Cynthia L. Johnson, Director, Cash Management Policy and Planning Division, at (202) 874-6590; or Margaret Marquette, Attorney-Advisor, at (202) 874-6681.  

· Claims Based on Exposure to Ionizing Radiation (Prostate Cancer and Any Other Cancer) - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on September 24, 1998 to implement a decision by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs that, based on all evidence currently available to him, prostate cancer and any other cancers may be induced by ionizing radiation. The intended effect of this action is to relieve veterans, or their survivors, seeking benefits under the provisions of the Veterans' Dioxin and Radiation Exposure Compensation Standards Act of the burden of having to submit evidence that a veteran's prostate cancer or any other cancer may have been induced by ionizing radiation.

Contact: John Bisset, Jr., Consultant, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-7230.

· National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 1998 – A Presidential Proclamation was published in the Federal Register on September 21, 1998 to proclaim September 18, 1998, as National POW/MIA Recognition Day.  

· Advisory Committee on Special Studies Relating to the Possible Long-Term Health Effects of Phenoxy Herbicides and Contaminants - The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 21, 1998 that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Special Studies Relating to the Possible Long-Term Health Effects of Phenoxy Herbicides and Contaminants (Ranch Hand Advisory Committee) will be held at the Holiday Inn Riverwalk, 217 North Saint Marys Street, San Antonio, TX, on October 26-27, 1998.  The Department of Veterans Affairs will present an overview and data collection issues from the pilot study of the Army Chemical Corps Vietnam Veterans Health Study, and discuss considerations for the main health study.  The Air Force Health Study presentations will: (1) Provide Cycle 5 Health Exam information, summary, status, and proposed schedule for committee review; (2) report on the latest findings, as well as the status of special studies on half-life, adipose tissue analysis, glucose clamp, and multiple analyte; (3) present proposed measurements for the Cycle 6 Health Exam; (4) report the status of scanning and records maintenance; (5) present a summary of the biological archive; (6) discuss the release of the 1984 preliminary birth defects report; and (7) present the status of public release data.

· Transfer and Reuse of Naval Weapons Industrial Reserve Plant, Calverton, New York - The Department of the Navy published a notice in the Federal Register on September 21, 1998 to announce its decision to transfer approximately 150 acres of the Naval Weapons Industrial Reserve Plant (NWIRP) Calverton, located adjacent to the Calverton National Cemetery, Calverton New York, out of Navy ownership to the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Navy Contact: Mr. Bob Ostermueller, Northern Division Naval Facilities Engineering Command (Code 202.2), Mail Stop 82, 10 Industrial Highway, Lester, PA 19113; telephone:  (610) 595-0759.  

· Advisory Committee on Women Veterans, Notice of Meeting  -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 17, 1998 that the Advisory Committee on Women Veterans would meet September 21-26, 1998, at the Department of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) 12, Building 18, 5th Avenue and Roosevelt Road, Hines, IL 60104.  

Contact: Ms. Maryanne Carson, Department of Veterans Affairs, Center for Women Veterans, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone: phone (202) 273-6193.  

· Medical Research Service Merit Review Committee, Notice of Meeting  -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 17, 1998 listing the subcommittee meetings of the Medical Research Service Merit Review Committee from September 24, 1998 – December 3, 1998.  

Contact: Dr. LeRoy Frey, Chief, Program Review Division, Medical Research Service, Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone: phone (202) 275-6634.  

· Proposed Information Collection Activity: Proposed Collection; Comment Request -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 11, 1998 to solicit public comment on the information needed to determine an applicant's eligibility for VA benefits based on service in the Commonwealth Army of the Philippines or in recognized guerrilla organizations.  

Abstract: Title 38, USC, §§ 101 and 6104 require VA to ascertain from certain applicants service information, place of residence, evidence held by the applicant to prove service, and whether the applicant was a member of pro-Japanese, pro-German, or anti-American Filipino organizations. The information collected is used in determining eligibility for benefits based on Commonwealth Army or recognized guerrilla service.

Comments Deadline: November 10, 1998.  

Contact: Nancy J. Kessinger, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone: phone (202) 273-7079.  

· Advisory Committee on Geriatrics and Gerontology, Notice of Meeting  -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 11, 1998 that the Geriatrics and Gerontology Advisory Committee would meet September 21-22, 1998, at the Department of Veterans Affairs, in Room 530, located at 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC. The agenda will include a discussion of VA support for Geriatric Research, Education, and Clinical Centers (GRECCs), the Report of GRECC Site Visits and GRECC Performance Measures, and a review update on VA activities in Geriatrics and Extended Care.

Contact: Jacqueline Holmes, Program Assistant, Geriatrics and Extended Care Strategic Healthcare Group, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone: phone (202) 273-8539.  

· Release of Information From Department of Veterans Affairs Records -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on September 10, 1998 to amend Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) regulations governing the confidentiality and release of VA records subject to the Privacy Act, the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), including the Electronic Freedom of Information Act Amendments of 1996, and the veterans' records confidentiality statute. The proposed rule sets forth a mechanism for the public to obtain information from the VA. It is intended to maximize public availability of VA records to the extent permitted by law and considerations such as personal privacy or law enforcement. Essentially these provisions consist of restatements of statute, interpretations of statute, interpretations of case law, interpretations of Executive Orders, and clarification. The proposed amendments also would implement the Electronic Freedom of Information Act Amendments of 1996, court decisions and Executive Branch guidance issued since the regulations were originally published.  Further, this document proposes to delegate authority to the Assistant General Counsel for Professional Staff Group IV for making final Departmental decisions on appeals under the Freedom of Information Act, the Privacy Act, and 38 USC §5701 and §5705. This would simplify decision making by allowing the highest level individual with direct responsibility for decision making to issue decisions.

Comments Deadline: November 9, 1998.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, D.C. 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN 2900-AH98.'”

Contact: Lorrie Johnson, Deputy Assistant General Counsel (024A), Office of General Counsel, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone: phone (202) 273-6358.  

· Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA) -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on September 9, 1998 to amend the medical regulations concerning medical care for survivors and dependents of certain veterans. These regulations establish basic policies and procedures governing the administration of the Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA), including CHAMPVA claims processing procedures, benefits and services.

Contact: Susan Schmetzer, Health Administration Center (formerly CHAMPVA Center), Department of Veterans Affairs, PO Box 65023, Denver, CO 80206-9023; telephone: (303) 331-7552.  

· Research and Development Cooperative Studies Evaluation Committee -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 8, 1998 that a meeting of the Research and Development Cooperative Studies Evaluation Committee will be held at the Marriott Residence Inn, 500 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, VA 22202, on October 14-15, 1998. The Committee will review four new proposals: Cost effectiveness of alternative management strategies in patients with dyspepsia, Vitamins to lower homocysteinemia in kidney and end stage renal disease, Multi-model therapy in Veterans with Gulf War illnesses and Antibiotic treatment of Gulf War Syndrome; and the progress of one ongoing study on cost and outcome of telephone care.  The Committee advises the Chief Research and Development Officer through the Chief of the Cooperative Studies Program on the relevance and feasibility of the studies, the adequacy of the protocols, and the scientific validity and propriety of technical details, including protection of human subjects.

The meeting will be closed from 8:45 am to 4:15 pm on October 14, 1998 and from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm, on October 15, 1998. During the closed sessions, discussions and recommendations will deal with qualifications of personnel conducting the studies, staff and consultant critiques of research protocols, and similar documents, and the medical records of patients who are study subjects, the disclosures of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

Contact: Dr. Ping Huang, Coordinator, Research and Development Cooperative Studies Evaluation Committee, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8295.

· Notice of Availability of 1999 Competitive Grant Funds  -  The Legal Services Corporation (LSC) published a Solicitation for proposals for the provision of civil legal services in the Federal Register on September 4, 1998 announcing the availability of competitive grant funds, and is soliciting grant proposals from interested parties who are qualified to provide effective, efficient and high quality legal assistance to eligible persons who appeal to the CVA. The exact amount of congressionally appropriated funds and the date, terms and conditions of their availability for calendar year 1999 have not been determined.  

The Legal Services Corporation is the national organization charged with administering federal funds to furnish legal and other assistance to persons who appeal to the United States Court of Veterans Appeals but who are unable to afford the cost of representation (PL 102-229).

LSC Application Deadline: 5:00 p.m. EDT, October 30, 1998.

LSC Address: Legal Services Corporation--Veterans Pro Bono Program, 750 First St., NE, 10th Floor, Washington, DC 20002-4250.

LSC Contact: Office of Program Operations, Competitive Grants--Service Desk; telephone: phone (202) 336-8900.

· Women's Bureau: Notice of National Women Veterans Original Art Design Search -  The Department of Labor (DOL) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 3, 1998 that DOL Women's Bureau, the Employment and Training Administration's US Employment Service and the Veterans' Employment and Training Service are holding a national women veterans original art search in which any U.S. military veteran may compete for first, second, and third places for the best original art works that depict women as U.S. military veterans with a “Hire a Vet: A Model of Success” theme. The first place winning art work will be printed as posters for display at the State Employment Services Offices, local Job Service Offices, one-stop career centers, veterans offices, and other offices where women veterans seek employment and retraining opportunities. The first place entrant's poster will be unveiled at the U.S. Department of Labor's Annual Salute to Veterans program on November 10, 1998, hosted by the Veterans' Employment and Training Service.  

Deadline: Original art work must be postmarked no later than October 16, 1998.

DOL Address:  Original art work and Artist Release Form (see Section G of Notice) must be submitted to Cheryl Edwards, US Department of Labor, Women's Bureau, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room S-3311, Washington, DC 20210.  

DOL Contact: Cornelia H. Moore, Regional Administrator, US Department of Labor Women's Bureau, Philadelphia, PA 19104; telephone:  (800) 379-9042.

· Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs; Notice of Meeting  -  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on September 2, 1998 that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs will be held Tuesday and Wednesday, September 1-2, 1998, at VA Headquarters, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC.  The Committee will receive a briefing on the data collection methodology used in the Report to Congress on Maintaining Capacity to Provide for the Specialized Treatment and Rehabilitative Needs of Disabled Veterans.  

Contact: Kathy Pessagno, Veterans Health Administration (113), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone: phone (202) 273-8512.

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

Document prepared by Meg Phillips.  Copies of regulations provided upon request.

