Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[August 1999]

· Delegations of Authority; Tort Claims - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on August 30, 1999, regarding delegations of authority for determining and reconsidering claims under the Federal Tort Claims Act. VA believes these amendments will facilitate the processing of claims.  

Effective Date: August 30, 1999.

· Contact: : E. Douglas Bradshaw, Jr., Assistant General Counsel (021), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-6481.
· Reconsideration of Denied Claims - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on August 17, 1999, to amend VA “Medical” regulations by adding a new section to set forth reconsideration procedures regarding claims for benefits administered by the Veterans Health Administration. These procedures would not only allow for more reflective decisions at the local level but would also allow some disputes to be resolved without the need for further appeal to the Board of Veterans' Appeals.  

Effective Date: August 17, 1999.

· Contact: Troy L Baxley, Health Administration Service (10C3), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8301.
· Veterans Education: Increased Allowances for the Educational Assistance Test Program - The Departments of Defense (DoD) and Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on August 17, 1999, regarding rates of subsistence allowance and educational assistance payable under the Educational Assistance Test Program.  After consultation with the Department of Education, the Department of Defense has concluded that the rates for the 1998-1999 academic year should be increased by 5% over the rates payable for the 1997-98 academic year. The regulations dealing with these rates are amended accordingly.  

Effective Date: August 17, 1999.

· Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.
· Advisory Committee on Special Studies Relating to the Possible Long-Term Health Effects of Phenoxy Herbicides and Contaminants (Ranch Hand Advisory Committee); Notice of Meeting - The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) published a notice in the Federal Register on August 9, 1999, that the Advisory Committee on Special Studies Relating to the Possible Long-Term Health Effects of Phenoxy Herbicides and Contaminants (Ranch Hand Advisory Committee); will meet on August 26-27, 1999, in Parklawn Bldg., 5600 Fishers Lane, conference room K, Rockville, MD. The committee will review the draft report of the Air Force Health Study-Cycle 5.

· FDA Contact: Ronald F Coene, Food and Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers Lane, Room 16-53, Rockville, MD 20857; telephone:  (301) 827-6696.  
· Veterans Education: Increased Allowances for the Educational Assistance Test Program Correction - The Departments of Defense (DoD) and Veterans Affairs (VA) published a correction to  the Veterans Education: Increased Allowances for the Educational Assistance Test Program in the Federal Register on August 27, 1999, as follows:  Sec. 21.5822  [Corrected]:  On page 44661, in the third column, in Sec. 21.5822, in the fourth line, “payable to” should read “payable to:”.

Effective Date: August 17, 1999.

Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.  
The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

