Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[April 1999]

· Semiannual Regulatory Agenda - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published its Semiannual Regulatory Agenda in the Federal Register on April 26, 1999.  The agenda announces the regulations that the VA will have under development or review during the 12-month period beginning April 1999.  The purpose in publishing the Department’s regulatory agenda is to allow all interested persons the opportunity to participate in VA’s regulatory planning.  

Address:  Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC  20420.  

Contact: Gloria Armstrong, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC; telephone:  phone (202) 273-8605.  

· Loan Guaranty: Requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on April 23, 1999, concerning the requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans (IRRRLs). Under the final rule, generally to obtain an IRRRL the veteran's monthly mortgage payment must decrease. Also, the final rule provides that the loan being refinanced must not be delinquent or the veteran seeking the loan must meet certain credit standard provisions. 

Effective Date: May 24, 1999.  

Contact: R.D. Finneran, Supervisory Loan Specialist (264), Loan Guaranty Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC; telephone:  phone (202) 273-7369.  

· Voluntary Service National Advisory Committee, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on April 16, 1999, that a meeting of the Voluntary Service National Advisory Committee will be held on May 1-7, 1999, at the Richmond Marriott Hotel, 500 East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia. The purpose of the meeting is to provide for committee review of volunteer policies and procedures; to accommodate full and open communications between the organizations, representatives and the Voluntary Service Office and field staff; to provide educational opportunities geared towards improving volunteer programs with special emphasis on methods to recruit, retain, motivate and recognize volunteers; and to approve committee recommendations.

Contact: Ms. Laura Balun, Administrative Officer, Voluntary Service Office (10C2), Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC; telephone:  phone (202) 273- 8392.

· Homeless Veterans’ Reintegration Project Competitive Grants for Rural Areas - The Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (VETS) of the Department of Labor (DOL) published a notice in the Federal Register on April 22, 1999, announcing a grant competition for Rural Homeless Veterans Reintegration Projects (HVRP) authorized under the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act. Such projects will assist eligible veterans who are homeless by providing employment, training, supportive and transitional housing assistance where possible. Under this solicitation, VETS expects to award up to $300,000 in five grants in FY 1999.  

Addresses: Applications shall be mailed to the US Department of Labor, Procurement Services Center, Attention: Lisa Harvey, Reference SGA 99-02, Room N-5416, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20210.

VETS Contact: Lisa Harvey, U.S. Department of Labor, Procurement Services Center; telephone (202) 219-6445.  

· Proposed Collection; Comment Request - The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) of the Department of Labor (DOL) published a notice in the Federal Register on April 20, 1999, soliciting comments concerning the proposed reinstatement, with change, of the ``Veterans Supplement to the Current Population Survey (CPS).''  

The Veterans Supplement provides information on the number and characteristics of disabled veterans, veterans who served in the Vietnam war theater, and recently separated veterans, including their employment status. The supplement provides data on veterans' participation in various employment training programs.  These data will be used by the Veterans Employment and Training Service and the Department of Veterans Affairs to determine policies that better meet the needs of our Nation's veteran population.

BLS Deadline:  Written comments must be submitted to the office listed in the addresses section below on or before June 21, 1999.  

BLS Address: Karin G. Kurz, BLS Clearance Officer, Division of Management Systems, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Room 3255, 2 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E., Washington, DC 20212.

BLS Contact: Karin G. Kurz, BLS Clearance Officer, Division of Management Systems, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Room 3255, 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20212;  telephone:  (202) 606-7628

· Special Medical Advisory Group, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on April 16, 1999, that a meeting of the Special Medical Advisory Group will be held on April 27, 1999, at the Department of Veterans Affairs Headquarters, Room 830, 810 Vermont Avenue NW,  Washington, DC 20420. The purpose of the meeting is to advise the Secretary and Under Secretary for Health relative to the care and treatment of disabled veterans, and other matters pertinent to the Department's Veterans Health Administration (VHA). The agenda for the meeting will include discussion of annual ethics briefing; systematization of VHA's quality network; integration of academic affiliations; and national scopes of practices for non-physician providers.

Contact: Celestine Brockington, Office of the Under Secretary for Health, Department of Veterans Affairs, Washington, DC; telephone:  phone (202) 273-5878.

· Affirmative Action and Nondiscrimination Obligations of Contractors and Subcontractors Regarding Special Disabled Veterans and Vietnam Era Veterans; OMB Control Numbers for OFCCP Information Collection Requirements - The Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) Department of Labor published a final rule in the Federal Register on April 1, 1999, that the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has approved, under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), the collection of information requirements contained in the OFCCP rule published on November 4, 1998, which revised the regulations implementing the affirmative action provisions of the Vietnam Era Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, as amended (VEVRAA). OMB has approved of these revisions under existing PRA control numbers. This rule republishes the table of OMB central numbers in the Code of Federal Regulations.

Effective date:  April 1, 1999.  

OFCCP Contact: James I. Melvin, Director, Division of Policy, Planning, and Program Development, Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs, Room N3424, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington DC 20210; telephone: (202) 693-0102 

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

