Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[December 1999]

· Board of Veterans' Appeals: Rules of Practice--Revision of Decisions on Grounds of Clear and Unmistakable Error; Clarification - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on December 30, 1999, to amend the Board of Veterans' Appeals Rules of Practice governing the revision of Board decisions on the grounds of clear and unmistakable error. By this amendment, VA clarified that, in the case of a Board decision on more than one issue, the Board's decision on issues appealed to and decided by a court of competent jurisdiction is not subject to subsequent revision on the grounds of clear and unmistakable error, but the Board's decision on issues not appealed to or decided by a court of competent jurisdiction is subject to such revision.

Effective date: February 12, 2000.  

Contact: Steven L. Keller, Senior Deputy Vice Chairman (012), Board of Veterans' Appeals, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-5978. 

· VA Acquisition Regulation: Simplified Acquisition Procedures - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on December 15, 1999, to amend the VA Acquisition Regulation (VAAR) concerning simplified acquisition procedures.  

Contact: Don Kaliher, Acquisition Policy Team 95A), Office of Acquisition and Materiel Management, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8819. 

· Voluntary Service National Advisory Committee, Notice of Availability of Annual Report - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on December 13, 1999, that the Annual Report of the Department of Veterans Affairs' Voluntary Service (VAVS) National Advisory Committee (NAC) for 1999 has been issued. 

The report is a summary of the 53rd Annual Meeting of the VAVS National Advisory Committee. It is available for public inspection at two locations:  Federal Documents Section, Exchange and Gift Division, LM 632, Library of Congress, Washington, DC 20540; and Department of Veterans Affairs, Office of the Under Secretary for Health, VA Central Office, Room 805, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420.

· Poverty Threshold - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on December 7, 1999, of the weighted average poverty threshold established for 1998 for one person (unrelated individual) as established by the Bureau of the Census. The amount is $8,316.  

Effective date: September 30, 1999.  

Contact: Paul Trowbridge, Consultant, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7218. 

· Federal Acquisition Regulation; Veterans' Employment - A proposed rule was published in the Federal Register on December 3, 1999, advising that the Civilian Agency Acquisition Council and the Defense Acquisition Regulations Council are proposing to amend the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) to implement Sections 7 and 8 of the Veterans Employment Opportunities Act of 1998. Section 7 expands and improves veterans' employment emphasis under Federal contracts. Section 8 amends the veterans' employment reporting requirements. This proposed rule also implements the Department of Labor's (DoL) Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs final rule amending 41 CFR Part 60-250, Affirmative Action and Nondiscrimination Obligations of Contractors and Subcontractors Regarding Special Disabled Veterans and Veterans of the Vietnam Era, which clarifies DoL implementation of the affirmative action provisions of the Vietnam Era Veterans' Readjustment Assistance Act of 1974, as amended.

Comments Deadline: February 1, 2000.  

GAO Address: General Services Administration, FAR Secretariat (MVRS), 1800 F Street, NW, Room 4035, Attn: Laurie Duarte, Washington, DC 20405; e-mail Address: farcase.1998-614@gsa.gov.  

GAO Contact: Mr. Jack O'Neill, Procurement Analyst, FAR Secretariat, Room 4035, GS Building, Washington, DC, 20405; telephone:  (202) 501-3856. 

· Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services (CHAMPUS); Expansion of Dependent Eligibility for TRICARE Retiree Dental Program - The Department of Defense (DoD) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on December 1, 1999, to implement a change to the TRICARE Retiree Dental Program (TRDP) required by the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999. This change expands eligibility for enrollment in the program to allow dependents of certain retired members of the Uniformed Services to enroll in the program even if the retired member does not enroll. In addition, this rule clarifies the existing regulatory provisions for election of TRDP coverage and disenrollment.  

Comments Deadline: January 31, 2000.  

DoD Address: TRICARE Management Activity, 16401 East Centretech Parkway, Aurora, CO 80011-9043.

DoD Contact: Linda Winter, TRICARE Management Activity; telephone:  (303) 676-3682. 

· Well-grounded Claims- The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on December 2, 1999, concerning a claimant's statutory responsibility to support his or her claim with adequate evidence to make the claim “well grounded.”  The proposed rule also addresses VA's duty to help claimants who have filed well-grounded claims obtain evidence pertinent to their claims. The intended effect of this amendment is to establish clear guidelines regarding the types of evidence that make a claim well grounded; VA's duty to help claimants obtain evidence; and exceptions to the well-grounded claim requirement.  

Comment Deadline: January 31, 2000.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN 2900-AJ44.”  
Contact: Janice Jacobs, Consultant, Policy and Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-7223. 

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

