Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[July 1999]

· VA Acquisition Regulation: Bonds and Insurance - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on July 27, 1999, to amend the Department of Veterans Affairs Acquisition Regulation (VAAR) to revise and update section numbers and titles to correspond with the Federal Acquisition Regulation, to make minor grammatical corrections and revisions, to allow return of bid guarantees, other than bid bonds, to bidders by any method that will provide evidence of receipt, and to designate the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Acquisition and Materiel Management as the Department's designee for excluding individuals from acting as sureties on bonds and for making determinations to accept bonds from individuals named on the List of Parties Excluded from Federal Procurement and Nonprocurement Programs.

Effective Date: July 27, 1999.

Contact: Don Kaliher, Acquisition Policy Team (95A), Office of Acquisition and Materiel Management, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8819

· TRICARE; the Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed Services (CHAMPUS); Specialized Treatment Services (STS) Program - The Department of Defense (DoD) published a notice in the Federal Register on July 21, 1999, that the VA Palo Alto Health Care System (VAPAHCS) and the San Francisco VA Medical Center (SFVAMC), located in TRICARE Region Ten, have been designated as Regional Specialized Treatment Services Facilities (STSFs) for Cardiac Surgery. Both of these facilities are members of the Veterans Integrated Service Network 21 (VISN 21) of the Veterans Health Administration (VHA). The application for the STSF designation was submitted by VISN 21 and approved by the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs). The Lead Agent for Region Ten will ensure the STSFs maintain the quality and standards required for specialized treatment services. The designation covers the following Related Groups:

104--Cardiac valve procedure with cardiac catheterization

105--Cardiac valve procedure without PTCA

106--Coronary bypass with PTCA

107--Coronary bypass with cardiac catheterization

108--Other cardiothoracic procedures

109--Coronary bypass without cardiac catheterization

Travel and lodging for the patient and, if stated to be medically necessary by a referring physician, for one non-medical attendant, will be reimbursed by the VAPAHCS or SFVAMC in accordance with the provisions of the Joint Federal Travel Regulation.

Effective Date: October 1, 1999.

DoD Contact: Mr. Eric Raffin, CHE, VAPAHCS, at (650) 849-0113; or Lieutenant Colonel Pam Cygan, TRICARE Region Ten Lead Agent Office, at (707) 424-6533; or Lieutenant Colonel Teresa Sommese, TRICARE Management Activity, (703) 681-3628, extension 5029; or Mr. Tariq Shahid, TRICARE Management Activity, (303) 676-3801.

· Veterans Education: Effective Date for Reducing Educational Assistance - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on July 19, 1999, concerning the effective dates of reductions or discontinuances of monthly payments of educational assistance under the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty. Pursuant to statutory authorization, VA requires veterans or servicemembers to certify their continued pursuit of a program of education before they may receive such monthly payments. VA further provides for reductions in the rates of educational assistance in the event the veteran or servicemember reduces the rate of training by withdrawing from part of a course. By statute, the effective date of an adjustment of benefits made on the basis of a monthly certification by a veteran or person is the date of the change.  

Effective Date: July 27, 1999.

Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Adviser, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.  

· Rehabilitation Research and Development Service Scientific Merit Review Board; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on July 19, 1999, that the Rehabilitation Research and Development Service Scientific Merit Review Board will meet at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 1001 - 14th Street, NW, Washington, DC on July 28 through July 29, 1999. The purpose of the meeting is to review rehabilitation research and development applications for scientific and technical merit and to make recommendations to the Director, Rehabilitation Research and Development Service, regarding their funding.

Contact: Ms. Victoria Mongiardo, Program Analyst, Rehabilitation Research and Development Service (122P), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-0023.

· VA Acquisition Regulation: Taxes - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on July 19, 1999, to delete procedures and controls prescribed in the Department of Veterans Affairs Acquisition Regulation (VAAR) whereby facilities or institutions owned or controlled by State governments, territories, and the District of Columbia, can, under supervision of a Federal agency, obtain tax-free tobacco products for gratuitous distribution to present and former members of the Armed Forces of the United States. These procedures and controls are inconsistent with VA policy against promotion of the use of tobacco products. Accordingly, we are deleting the provisions concerning tax-free tobacco products.  

Effective Date: August 18, 1999.

Contact: Don Kaliher, Acquisition Policy Team (95A), Office of Acquisition and Materiel Management, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8819.  

· Enhanced-Use Development at the James H Quillen Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Mountain Home, TN - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on July 6, 1999, that the James H Quillen Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Mountain Home, Tennessee, has been selected as a site for an Enhanced-Use lease development for a co-generation energy center. VA intends to award an Enhanced-Use lease of real property for a term not-to-exceed 35 years to Energy Systems Group, Inc., a developer/operator. 

Contact: : Robert B Eidson, Capital Assets Manager, Office of the Director (00B), James H Quillen VA Medical Center, Mountain Home (Johnson City), TN 37684; telephone:  (423) 926-1171, extension 7112.

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

