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	DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Regulation Policy and Management (02REG)
Office of the General Counsel

Washington, D.C.  20420


                                                                    

In Reply Refer to: 02REG
Date:  June 7, 2010
From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)
Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AN43, Paralympics Monthly Assistance Allowance 

To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated June 7, 2010
Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Regulation Policy & Management

Office of the General Counsel

(Attachment)
Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AN43
Title of Regulation: Paralympics Monthly Assistance Allowance 

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this rulemaking. 
Background:  The Paralympics Monthly Assistance Allowance regulation will define how VA administers a new veterans benefit legislated in Public Law 110-389, Title VII, Section 703.  This law authorizes the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide a monthly assistance allowance to a Veteran with a disability invited by the United States Paralympics to compete for a slot on, or selected for, the Paralympic Team for any month in which the Veteran is training or competing in any event sanctioned by the United States Paralympics, or who is residing at a United States Paralympics training center.  

Assumptions: This regulation will define a new VA benefit that will have an economic impact on Veterans training for the U.S. Paralympic Team.  Administering this new benefit will involve increase workload for the office tasked with managing the allowance, the Office of National Veterans Sports Programs and Special Events (002C), as well as the Veterans Benefits Administration office that will be responsible for processing payments directly to the Veteran recipients.  This regulation will dictate the following procedures for payment of this benefit:  The U.S. Paralympics identifies a Veteran with potential to compete for a slot on the Paralympic Team and invites that Veteran to train for this slot.  U.S. Paralympics will serve as the certifying organization using a VA Form currently under development: “Certification of United States Paralympics Training Status” to certify that a Veteran is in training with Paralympics and that the Veteran should receive a VA allowance.  Paralympics send the completed form to the Office of National Veterans Sports Programs and Special Events (ONVSPSE) for processing.  ONVSPSE will maintain copies of these forms and send the originals to the VA Regional Office assigned to process the payments, along with an OPIA memorandum directing that payment be made.  VA will process payments of the monthly allowance assistance in the month following the month for which the allowance is due, provided that VA receives a timely certification form from U.S. Paralympics.  Payments will be “out-of-system” via Financial Management Service account transfer from a monthly allowance fund in the Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs (OPIA) to the Veteran participant.  Payments will be made monthly according to the Chapter 31 payment rates.

Methodology:  The methodology for payments was determined through a collaborative effort between ONPSE, U.S. Paralympics, and staff from the Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment office within the Veterans Benefits Administration.  The process is similar to certification and payment of “Voc Rehab” benefits paid under Chapter 31.   
Estimated Impact:  The law authorizes $2 million for this allowance for Fiscal Years 2010 – 2013.  However, allowances will not be effective until FY2011.   If approved for each of the three fiscal years, VA payments for this allowance could reach as high as $6 million.  The allowance will be used to provide economic incentive to enable Veterans to train for positions on the U.S. Paralympic Team.  

Submitted by:

Matt Bristol
Public Affairs Specialist
Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs
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