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	DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

Regulation Policy and Management (02REG)
Office of the General Counsel

Washington, D.C.  20420


                                                                    

In Reply Refer to: 02REG
Date:  December 18, 2009
From:
Chief Impact Analyst (02REG)
Subj:
Economic Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AN57, Updating Fire Safety Standards.
To:
Director, Regulations Management (02REG)

I have reviewed this rulemaking package and determined the following.

1.  This rulemaking will not have an annual effect on the economy of $100 million or more, as set forth in Executive Order 12866.  

2.  This rulemaking will not have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities under the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601-612.   

3.  This rulemaking will not result in the expenditure of $100 million or more by State, local, and tribal governments, in the aggregate, or by the private sector, under the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act of 1995, 2 U.S.C. 1532. 

4.  Attached please find the relevant cost impact documents. 

(Attachment):  Agency’s Impact Analysis, dated December 1, 2009
Approved by:
Michael P. Shores (02REG)
Chief, Impact Analyst

Regulation Policy & Management

Office of the General Counsel

Copy Furnished to:

Bill Walsh (041F)

Director, Medical Service

Office of the Budget 

(Attachment)

Impact Analysis for RIN 2900-AN57

Title: 
Updating Fire Safety Standards

Purpose:  To determine the economic impact of this amended regulation. 
Background:  The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) proposes to amend its regulations concerning fire safety in Community Residential Care, contracts for certain outpatient and residential services, and State home facilities to update the standards for VA approval of such facilities, including standards that would be adopted for fire safety and heating and cooling systems.  The proposed amendments would help ensure the safety of veterans by making all codes in NFPA 101: Life Safety(2009 edition), applicable to these facilities. The Code establishes minimum criteria for the egress in facilities to allow prompt escape of occupants from buildings or, where desirable, into safe areas within buildings. 
In addition, currently, the regulations require State home facilities to meet certain provisions of the National Fire Protection Association's NFPA 101, Life Safety Code (2006 edition).  This document updates the regulations to the current edition (2009 edition) of the NFPA code.  This change will assure that State home facilities meet current industry-wide standards regarding life safety and fire safety.  
Assumptions: These codes are considered a reasonable standard for cost of “doing business” with VA.
Methodology:  Review of  NFPA 101: Life Safety(2009 edition) requirements.

· New evacuation strategies and technologies facilitate faster movement of more people in an emergency. Get up-to-date on rules for elevator use for occupant-controlled evacuation and supplemental evacuation equipment. 

· Additional sprinkler mandates for all existing high-rise health care occupancies and all new apartment buildings will save even more lives and further reduce fire injuries. 

· New requirement for inspection of door openings ensures that fire doors will be operational in an emergency. 

· New criteria for remoteness of exit accesses and exit discharges minimizes the possibility of both paths becoming blocked by a single fire. 

· New rule for 2-way communication systems in areas of refuge even where the building is sprinklered means people unable to leave the area can communicate with emergency responders as to their location. 

· Health care occupancy door locking for patient protective needs improves security

Estimated Impact:  The changes will likely affect fewer than 100 of the 2,800 community residential care facilities approved for referral of veterans under the regulations.  Any additional costs for compliance with the proposed rule would constitute an inconsequential amount of the operational costs of such facilities.
No additional costs or savings are associated with this rulemaking.  This rulemaking updates the NFPA Code from the 2006 edition to the 2009 edition.  
Submitted by
John Bradley

Program Analyst

10B7A2

December 1, 2009
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