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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 28, 1999

VA ANNOUNCES INITIATIVE TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO HOMELESS VETERANS 

 
Washington, D.C.--Secretary of Veterans Affairs Togo D. West Jr. today announced that the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) will support at least 200 events for homeless veterans, called stand downs, over the next 18 months.  Mrs. Tipper Gore will serve as honorary chairperson for the events.

“Since VA began partnering with community nonprofit, government and veterans’ organizations more than a decade ago, stand downs have proven to be effective outreach to homeless veterans,” said Secretary West.  “We estimate that 25 to 35 percent of those coming to a stand down are first-time users of VA services.”

The term “stand down” originates from the action of removing exhausted combat units from the battlefront to a place of safety for respite.  Today, “stand down” refers to a grassroots, community-based intervention program designed to help homeless veterans whose “battlefront” is a life on the streets. 

As many as 100,000 veterans and their family members could benefit from the stand downs planned in every state between November 1999 and December 2000.  VA expects a number of stand downs to be held in conjunction with the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. holiday/day of community service in January 2000.


“As America enters the next millennium, we should resolve that no homeless be left behind," said Mrs. Gore.  "America’s veterans need our help to truly return to the ‘home’ they fought to preserve.” 
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Stand downs are designed to bring all support to bear on the problem of homelessness by enlisting veterans’ service organizations; city, county, state and community services organizations; homeless coalitions; and VA facilities (VA medical centers, Vet Centers, regional offices) to provide outreach to homeless veterans.  Stand downs provide a gateway to VA mental health services that includes assessment and screening, crisis services, counseling, referral and placement.


About one-third of the adult homeless population are veterans.  On any given day, as many as 250,000 veterans are living on the streets or in shelters, and perhaps twice as many experience homelessness at some point during the course of a year.  

VA offers a wide array of programs to help homeless veterans live as self-sufficiently and independently as possible.  VA is the only federal agency that provides substantial hands-on assistance directly to homeless persons.  VA homeless programs constitute the largest integrated network of homeless treatment and assistance services in the country.
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