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Veterans receiving VA compensation or pension for their disabilities increased from 2.4 million in FY 1951 to 2.7 million in FY 1956 primarily due to 184,000 Korean War Era veterans being added to the rolls.  The number of veterans' survivors eligible for VA death compensation or pensions increased by 54,000 to 1.2 million during the same period, largely due to the addition of 21,600 survivors of Korean War era veterans to the rolls.

Also during FY 1956, VA administered education and training assistance to 469,000 veterans for the first time, all but 14,000 of whom were Korean War era veterans.  Fortunately for VA planners, participation in the original GI Bill, in which eight million World War II veterans participated, was tapering off as the Korean War period closed.

War's End Heightened VA Growing Pains

During the years just prior to, during and after the Korean War, VA-administered life insurance programs were liberalized, disability compensation and pension programs were expanded, and rates were boosted to counter post-war inflation. 

In the early months of the Korean War, it became apparent that federal benefits available to veterans were substantially less than those available to their World War II counterparts.  This was because the United States was officially at peace.  Korea was officially a "police action," not a declared war.

The 6.8 million veterans of the Korea War Era were all potentially eligible for VA health care and/or benefits.  Almost 37,000 died in the Korean theater and another 17,320 U.S. servicemembers died elsewhere in the world during the period, making their survivors eligible for some benefits.  More than 92,000 were wounded in theater, making them eligible for VA health care, service-connected compensation and vocational rehabilitation for disabling injuries.  Of 7,140 prisoners of war, 4,418 returned, eligible for a full range of VA benefits and health care.

Drawing on its post-World War II experience, the federal government began preparing early in the Korean War for the task of assisting another large, post-war increase in the civilian veteran population.  Congress began this process in December 1950 with passage of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1950 to help Korean War veterans achieve gainful employment after losing their pre-war jobs due to disabilities caused by war.

-more-
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In 1952, Congress passed the Veterans' Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952,

called the Korean Conflict GI Bill, to provide needed benefits to returning Korean War veterans much the same way the original GI Bill helped World War II veterans.  The Korean Conflict GI Bill – Public Law 550 -- provided unemployment insurance, job placement, home loans and mustering-out benefits similar to those offered World War II veterans.  The Korean War GI Bill, however, had reduced financial benefits generally and imposed new restrictions.


In contrast to the 48 months of education benefits allowed by the 1944 law, the Korean Conflict GI Bill permitted a maximum of 36 months.  The Korean Conflict GI Bill also did not provide tuition payments to the colleges.  Instead, veterans were paid subsistence checks, which also had to cover other college expenses.  

Unemployment compensation under the Korean Conflict GI Bill was made a state function.  It was federally funded for World War II veterans.  These changes meant that transition benefits for Korean War Era veterans did not generally cover costs of their post-service education.


To meet the growing Korean War Era workload, VA was reorganized into three services:  medical care, financial assistance to veterans and insurance.  VA established three branches in 1953 to provide these services:  the Department of Medicine and Surgery, the Department of Veterans Benefits and the Department of Insurance.  These offices and their respective services would evolve into today's Veterans Health Administration and Veterans Benefits Administration -- established when the Veterans Administration became the Department of Veterans Affairs in 1989.


Other VA health care changes during these years included establishment of the first outpatient treatment programs for veterans with non-service-related disabilities; creation of residence and teaching fellowships in VA hospitals; establishment of policy to locate VA hospitals adjacent to, and affiliated with, leading medical schools; civil service rule changes that helped VA attract medical professionals in larger numbers; and the initiation of a hospital-based research program to support quality of care.

VA Programs Have Served Millions of Korean War Veterans

VA research has brought about tremendous advances in medicine, much of it particular to the Korean War experience.  For example, VA research has in the past 50 

 -more-
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years helped all but eradicate tuberculosis, improve artificial limbs for amputees, led to 

vast improvement in tissue regeneration, established trend-setting care and treatment of spinal-cord injuries and of mentally disabling conditions like post-traumatic stress disorder and schizophrenia, and helped develop the pacemaker and the CT scan.  VA research of the effects of aging has helped lead to new protocols for diagnosing and service-connecting injuries related to cold weather, like those suffered by many Korean War veterans in brutal battles in sustained sub-freezing temperatures.


Some 2.4 million Korean War Era veterans received education and training under the Korean Conflict GI Bill – 1.2 million from institutions of higher learning; 860,000 from other schools; 223,000 from on-the-job training; and 95,000 from institutional on-farm training.  

More than 1.8 million Korean War Era veterans have used VA's Home Loan program to purchase homes, for which VA guaranteed more than $32 billion in home mortgage loans.  Nearly 79,000 disabled Korean War veterans received vocational rehabilitation training through VA, which helped them obtain gainful employment after because their disabilities prevented them from resuming their former jobs.  Total cost of the Korean Conflict GI Bill was $4.5 billion.


VA issued more than 803,000 Veterans Special Life Insurance (VSLI) policies for Korean War Era veterans with a face value (death benefit) of $7.4 billion.  Some 234,000 of those policies, with a face value of $2.7 billion, remain in-force.  VA paid $184 million to beneficiaries of the VSLI polices in 1999. 


Also in 1999, more than 468,000 Korean War Era veterans received some type of VA health care; more than 58,000 Korean War Era veterans were hospitalized some 95,000 times in VA medical centers; and some 467,000 visited VA outpatient clinics more than five million times.


In March 2000, more than 172,000 veterans received compensation from VA for disabilities connected to their Korean War Era service.  Also, more than 86,000 veterans of the period below base income levels received VA pensions for non-service- related disabilities.  More than 71,000 family members of deceased Korean War Era veterans received VA survivor benefits.


With approximately 3.9 million Korean War Era veterans – more than 90 percent over age 65 -- living in the U.S. and Puerto Rico, VA is committed to delivering to them a full range of health care and benefits they earned through their service.  

###

When the Korean War began in June of 1950, the Veterans Administration (VA), as it was known then, was undergoing sweeping changes to improve the delivery of health care and benefits for a civilian veteran population of 19.1 million, 15.2 million of whom served in World War II.  Five years later, the return of some 6.8 million Korean War Era military servicemembers dramatically added to expanding VA workloads.


	The overall veteran population increased from 19.1 million in 1950 to 22.4 million in 1956, the first full fiscal year after the end of the Korean War Era in January 1955.  In fiscl year 1956, 4.7 million veterans in civilian life, average age 28, were of the Korean War Era.  Of them, 860,000 also served in World War II.  More than 86,000 of the Korean War veterans in 1956 were women. (Actual hostilities of the Korean War began June 27, 1950, and ended July 27, 1953.  Congress extended the period to Jan. 31, 1955, to define a period of benefit eligibility in the wake of uneasy peace negotiations following the hostilities.)


The number of VA hospitals increased from 97 to 173 between 1942 and 1956.   The daily patient load in VA hospitals increased from 96,305 in FY 1951 to 110,200 in FY 1956.
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Veterans receiving VA compensation or pension for their disabilities increased from 2.4 million


 in FY 1951 to 2.7 million in FY 1956 primarily due to 184,000 Korean veterans being added to the rolls.  The number of veterans' survivors eligible for VA death compensation or pension increased by 54,000 to 1.2 million during the same period, largely due to the addition of 21,600 survivors of Korean veterans to the rolls.


Also during FY 1956, VA administered education and training assistance to 469,000 veterans for the first time, all but 14,000 of whom were Korean War era veterans.  Fortunately for VA planners, participation in the original GI Bill for World War II era veterans, of whom eight million participated, was tapering off as the Korean War period closed.
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War's End Heightened VA Growing Pains


	During the years just prior to, during and after the Korean War Era, VA-administered life insurance programs were liberalized, disability compensation and pension programs were expanded, and rates were boosted to counter post-war inflation. 


In the early months of the Korean War, it became apparent that federal benefits available to its veterans were substantially less than those available to their World War II counterparts.  This was because the United States was officially at peace.  Korea was considered a "police state," not a declared war.  It has officially been labeled the Korean "Conflict" for the past 50 years.


The 6.8 million veterans of the Korea War Era were all potentially eligible for VA health care and/or benefit.  Almost 37,000 died in the Korean theater and another 17,320 U.S. servicemembers died elsewhere in the world during the period, making their survivors eligible for some benefits.  More than 92,000 were wounded in theater, making them eligible for VA health care, service-connected compensation and vocational rehabilitation for disabling injuries.  Of 7,140 prisoners of war, 4,418 returned eligible for a full range of VA benefits and health care.


Drawing on its post-World War II experience, the federal government began preparing early in the Korean War for the daunting task of assisting another large, post-war increase in the civilian veteran population.  Congress began this process in December 1950 with passage of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1950 to help Korean War veterans achieve gainful employment after losing their pre-war jobs due to disabilities caused by war.


	In 1952, Congress passed the Veterans' Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952, called the Korean GI Bill, to provide needed benefits to returning Korean War veterans much the same way the original GI Bill helped World War II veterans.  The Korean GI Bill – Public Law 550 -- provided unemployment insurance, job placement, home loans and mustering-out benefits similar to those offered World War II veterans.  The Korean GI Bill was particularly different from the original GI Bill education benefits, reducing financial benefits generally and imposing new restrictions.


	In contrast to the 48 months of education allowed by the 1944 law, the Korean GI Bill permitted a maximum of 36 months.  The Korean GI Bill also did not provide tuition payments to the colleges.  Instead, veterans were paid subsistence checks, which also were to cover their college expenses.  
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Unemployment compensation under the Korean GI Bill was made a state function.  It was federally-funded for World War II veterans.  Effectively, these changes meant the transition benefits for Korean War ERA veterans did not completely cover costs of their post-service education.


	Also to meet the growing workload, VA was reorganized into three services:  medical care, financial assistance to veterans and insurance.  VA established three branches in 1953 to provide these services:  the Department of Medicine and Surgery, the Department of Veterans Benefits and the Department of Insurance.  These offices and their respective services would evolve into the Veterans Health Administration and Veterans Benefits Administration, established when the Veterans Administration became the Department of Veterans Affairs in 1989.


	Other VA health care changes during these years included establishment of the first outpatient treatment programs for veterans with non-service related disabilities; creation of residence and teaching fellowships in VA hospitals; establishment of policy to locate VA hospitals adjacent to, and affiliated with, leading medical schools; civil service rule changes that helped VA attract medical professionals in larger numbers; and the initiation of a hospital-based research program to support quality of care.





VA Programs Have Served Millions of Korean War Veterans


VA changed dramatically in the 1950s and change has been ever constant.


VA research has brought about tremendous improvements in the care of the Nation's defenders, much of it particular to the Korean War experience.  For example, VA research has in the past 50 years helped eradicate tuberculosis, improve artificial limbs for amputees, led to vast improvement in tissue regeneration, established trend-setting care and treatment of spinal-cord injuries and of mentally disabling conditions like post-traumatic stress disorder and schizophrenia, and helped develop the pacemaker and the CT scan.  VA research of the effects of aging has helped lead to new protocols for diagnosing and service-connecting injuries related to cold weather, like those suffered by many Korean War veterans in brutal battles in sustained sub-freezing temperatures.


	Some 2.4 million Korean War Era veterans received education and training under the Korean GI Bill – 1.2 million from institutions of higher learning; 860,000 from other schools; 223,000 from on-the-job training; and 95,000 from institutional on-farm training.  
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More than 1.8 million Korean War Era veterans have used VA's Loan Guaranty program to purchase homes, for which VA guaranteed more than $32 billion.  Nearly 79,000 Korean War veterans received vocational rehabilitation training through VA to become gainfully employed after suffering disabling injuries in service.  Total cost of the Korean GI Bill was $4.5 billion.


	VA issued more than 803,000 Veterans Special Life Insurance (VSLI) policies for Korean War Era veterans with a face value (death benefit) of more than $7 billion.  Some 234,000 of those policies, with a face value of $2.7 billion, remain in-force.  VA paid $184 million to beneficiaries of the VSLI polices in 1999. 


	Also in 1999, more than 468,000 Korean War Era veterans received some type of VA health care; more than 58,000 Korean War Era veterans were hospitalized some 95,000 times in VA medical centers; and 467,000 visited VA outpatient clinics more than 5 million times.


	In March 2000, more than 172,000 veterans received compensation from VA for disabilities connected to their Korean War Era service; more than 86,000 veterans of the period below base income levels received VA pensions for non-service related disabilities; and more than 71,000 family members of deceased Korean War Era veterans received VA survivor benefits.


	With approximately 3.9 million Korean War Era veterans with a median age of 69 living in the U.S. and Puerto Rico, VA remains committed to delivering to them a full range of health and nursing home care and benefits they earned for their service.  


###

















_1020769759.doc


[image: image1.wmf]

Veterans Affairs







Department of 















Fact Sheet























Office of Public Affairs	Washington, D.C.  20420



	(202) 273-5700







	www.va.gov
















