NOTICE OF THE FEDERAL ACCESSIBILITY LAW AFFECTING ALL ELECTRONIC AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PROCUREMENTS

(SECTION 508) 

On August 7, 1998, Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 was amended to require that when Federal departments or agencies develop, procure, maintain, or use Electronic and Information Technology, that they shall ensure it allows Federal employees with disabilities to have access to and use of information and data that is comparable to the access to and use of information and data by other Federal employees.

Section 508 required the Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance  Board (Access Board) to publish standards setting forth a definition of electronic and information technology and the technical and functional criteria for such technology to comply with Section 508.  These standards have been developed were published with an effective date of December 21, 2000.  Federal departments and agencies must develop all Electronic and Information Technology requirements to comply with the standards found in 36 CFR 1194.

SECTION 508 – ELECTRONIC AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (EIT) STANDARDS

The Section 508 standards established by the Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board (Access Board) are incorporated into, and made part of all VA contracts, solicitations and purchase orders developed to procure Electronic and Information Technology (EIT).    These standards are found in their entirety at:  http//www.section508.gov.   A printed copy of the standards will be supplied upon request.  The contractor must comply with the technical standards at

36 CFR 1194._________________________ in performing this contract 
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