
38 U.S. Code § 521A - Adaptive sports programs for disabled veterans and 
members of the Armed Forces 
 
(a) Adaptive Sports Program.—  
 
(1) The Secretary may carry out a program under which the Secretary may make grants to eligible 
entities for planning, developing, managing, and implementing programs to provide adaptive sports 
opportunities for disabled veterans and disabled members of the Armed Forces. 
 
(2) For purposes of this section, an eligible entity is an entity with significant experience in managing a 
large-scale adaptive sports program. 
 
(b) Oversight by Secretary.— As a condition of receiving a grant under this section, an eligible entity 
shall permit the Secretary to conduct such oversight of the use of grant funds as the Secretary 
determines is appropriate. An eligible entity that receives a grant under this section shall be responsible 
for the use of grant funds provided under this section. 
 
(c) Application Requirement.—  
 
(1) Before the Secretary may award a grant to an eligible entity under this section, the eligible entity 
shall submit to the Secretary an application that describes the activities to be carried out with the grant, 
including information on specific measurable goals and objectives to be achieved using grant funds. 
 
(2) The application shall include— 
 
(A) a detailed description of— 
 
(i) all partnerships referred to in paragraph (3) at the national and local levels that will be participating in 
such activities and the amount of grant funds that the eligible entity proposes to make available for each 
of such partnerships; 
 
(ii) the anticipated personnel, travel, and administrative costs that will be paid for by the eligible entity 
using grant funds; 
 
(iii) the financial controls implemented by the eligible entity, including methods to track expenditures of 
grant funds; 
 
(iv) the performance metrics to be used by the eligible entity to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
activities to be carried out using grant funds; and 
 
(v) the anticipated personnel, travel, and administrative costs that will be paid for by grantees under this 
subsection using grant funds; and 
 
(B) for any fiscal year for which a grant is sought, the amount of private donations received by the 
eligible entity expected to be expended to support operations during that fiscal year. 
 
(3) Partnerships referred to in this paragraph are agreements between the eligible entity and 
organizations with significant experience in the training and support of disabled athletes and the 
promotion of disabled sports at the local and national levels. Such organizations may include Disabled 
Sports USA, Blaze Sports, Paralyzed Veterans of America, and Disabled American Veterans. The 
agreements shall detail the scope of activities and funding to be provided by the eligible entity to the 
partner. 
 
(d) Use of Funds.—  



 
(1)An eligible entity that receives a grant under this section, with the assistance and cooperation of the 
Secretary and the heads of other appropriate Federal and State departments and agencies and 
partnerships referred to in subsection (c)(3), shall use the grant to reimburse grantees with which the 
eligible entity has entered into a partnership under subsection (c) for the direct costs of recruiting, 
supporting, equipping, encouraging, scheduling, facilitating, supervising, and implementing the 
participation of disabled veterans and disabled members of the Armed Forces in the activities described 
in paragraph (3) by supporting a program described in paragraph (2). 
 
(2) A program described in this paragraph is a sports program that— 
 
(A) promotes basic physical activity, games, recreation, training, and competition; 
 
(B) is approved by the Secretary; and 
 
(C) (i) provides services and activities described in paragraph (3) for disabled veterans and disabled 
members of the Armed Forces; and 
 
(ii) may also provide services and activities described in paragraph (3) for individuals with disabilities 
who are not veterans or members of the Armed Forces, or both; except that funds made available to 
carry out this section may not be used to support those individuals with disabilities who are not veterans 
or members of the Armed Forces. 
 
(3) Activities described in this paragraph are— 
 
(A) instruction, participation, and competition in Paralympic sports; 
 
(B) training and technical assistance to program administrators, coaches, recreational therapists, 
instructors, Department employees, and other appropriate individuals; and 
 
(C) coordination, Paralympic classification of athletes, athlete assessment, sport-specific training 
techniques, program development (including programs at the local level), sports equipment, supplies, 
program evaluation, and other activities related to the implementation and operation of the program. 
 
(4) (A) At the discretion of the Secretary, an eligible entity that receives a grant under this section may 
use a portion of the grant for the administrative expenses and personnel expenses of the eligible entity. 
The amount that may be used for such expenses may not exceed— 
 
(i) in the case of a grant made for adaptive sports opportunities taking place during fiscal year 2014, 10 
percent of the total amount of the grant; 
 
(ii) in the case of a grant made for adaptive sports opportunities taking place during fiscal year 2015, 
7.5 percent of the total amount of the grant; and 
 
(iii) in the case of a grant made for adaptive sports opportunities taking place during any subsequent 
fiscal year, 5 percent of the total amount of the grant. 
 
(B) For purposes of this paragraph, personnel expenses include any costs associated with an employee 
of the eligible entity other than reimbursement for time spent by such an employee directly providing 
coaching or training for disabled veterans or members of the Armed Forces. 
 
(5) Funds made available by an eligible entity that receives a grant under this section to a grantee 
under subsection (c) may include an amount for administrative expenses, but not to exceed ten percent 
of the amount of such funds. 



 
(e) Outreach Requirement.— As a condition of receiving a grant under this section, an eligible entity 
shall agree to conduct a joint outreach campaign with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to inform all 
eligible veterans and separating members of the Armed Forces with physical disabilities about the 
existence of the adapted sports opportunities funded by the grant, as appropriate, and shall provide for, 
facilitate, and encourage participation of such veterans and separating members of the Armed Forces in 
programs under this section to the extent possible. 
 
(f) Coordination. — The Secretary shall ensure access to and use of appropriate Department sports, 
recreation, and fitness facilities by disabled veterans and disabled members of the Armed Forces 
participating in adapted sports opportunities funded under this section to the maximum extent possible. 
The Secretary shall ensure that such access does not adversely affect any other assistance provided to 
veterans. 
 
(g) Authorization of Appropriations.—  
 
(1) There is authorized to be appropriated $8,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010 through 2015. 
 
(2) Amounts appropriated pursuant to this subsection shall remain available without fiscal year 
limitation. 
 
(h) Separate Accounting. — The Department shall have a separate line item in budget proposals of 
the Department for funds to be appropriated to carry out this section. Funds appropriated to carry out 
this section shall not be commingled with any other funds appropriated to the Department. 
 
(i) Limitation on Use of Funds.— Except as provided in paragraphs (4) and (5) of subsection (d), 
funds appropriated to carry out this section may not be used to support or provide services to 
individuals who are not disabled veterans or disabled members of the Armed Forces. 
 
(j) Annual Report to Secretary.—  
 
(1) As a condition of receiving a grant under this section, an eligible entity shall agree that by not later 
than 60 days after the last day of a fiscal year for which a grant is provided under this section, the 
eligible entity shall submit to the Secretary a report setting forth in detail the use of the grant funds 
during that fiscal year, including the number of veterans who participated in the adapted sports 
opportunities funded by the grant, including any programs carried out through a partnership under 
subsection (c)(3), and the administrative expenses of such opportunities and programs. 
 
(2) A report under this subsection may be audited by the Secretary. 
 
(3) If an eligible entity that receives a grant under this section for any fiscal year does not submit the 
report required by paragraph (1) for such fiscal year, the entity shall not be eligible to receive a grant 
under this section for the subsequent fiscal year. 
 
(k) Annual Report to Congress. — For any fiscal year during which the Secretary provides assistance 
under this section, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report on the use of funds provided under 
this section. 
 
(l) Termination. — The Secretary may only provide assistance under this section for adaptive sports 
opportunities occurring during fiscal years 2010 through 2016. 
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