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Enhanced-Use Lease





VA’s Enhanced-Use Lease (EUL) program allows VA to manage underutilized property through leasing arrangements with state or local governments or private sector organizations. Title 38, U.S.C. Sections 8161-8169, EULs of Real Property, as amended, authorizes VA to lease real property under VA’s control or jurisdiction to other public and private entities on a long-term basis (up to 99 years). The statute permits Enhanced-Use Leases (EULs) for supportive housing or for the direct or indirect benefit of Veterans.

The majority of VA EUL projects provide safe, affordable housing for Veterans and their families. The properties are leased to lessee entities that finance, design, develop, construct or rehabilitate, operate and maintain the property. The lessee assumes all financial obligations and risks associated with the development. These lessees utilize various sources of financing, including but not limited to low-income housing tax credits, state and local government funding, grants, commercial loans and public issue bonds.

Moving forward, the VA EUL program will continue to serve as a vehicle for VA to achieve its goal of eliminating Veteran homelessness across the nation. VA will also examine additional potential project types and identify new EUL opportunities that provide direct or indirect benefits to Veterans.

EULs provide long-term benefits to VA, Veterans and the community, as described below.


Benefits to Veterans

	Access to an expanded range of services, including housing, job training, and mental health counseling
	Increased access to health care
	Improved satisfaction and quality of life for Veterans and their families


Visit the Homeless Program website for more information about Veterans homeless program and housing.


Benefits to VA

	Reduced VA facility operations and maintenance costs
	Redevelopment of underutilized real property



Benefits to community

	Revitalization, redevelopment, and construction of property for the benefit of Veterans
	Creation of local jobs





Cynthia (CJ) Cordova

Director


Enhanced Use Leasing (044C)

eul.team.management@va.gov


Additional resources

	EUL Newsletter (PDF, 34 pages)
	EUL Consideration Report
	Ending Veteran Homelessness
	Revitalize West Los Angeles Campus Project
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VA Enhanced-Use Lease Homeless Veterans

July 1, 2016 – EUL is an important component of both VA’s mission to end Veteran homelessness and the departments overall asset management program.






Returning the Soldiers Home to the Service of Veterans

October 7, 2021 – The Alexander Company in partnership with OAEM constructed and is operating 101 permanent supportive housing units. This EUL consists of 7 buildings (built 1869-1922) — including Old Main (2), the most prominent and recognizable building on the campus, the Administration Building (1), the Catholic Chaplain’s Quarters (14) and 4 duplexes (18, 19, 62 and 64). This $40+ million dollar project was awarded several affordable housing and historic preservation accolades.






Enhanced-Use Lease Statute





VA’s EUL authority, which allows VA to out-lease real property to non-Federal public entities and private parties, was enacted in August 1991 and codified in 38 U.S.C. § 8161-8169. VA’s EUL authority expired on December 31, 2011, but was reauthorized on August 6, 2012, by P.L. 112-154. The West Los Angeles Leasing Act of 2016 (P.L. 114-226, enacted on September 29, 2016) and the West Los Angeles VA Campus Improvement Act of 2021 (P.L. 117-18, enacted on June 23, 2021) further amended VA’s EUL authority, allowing VA to enter into EULs at its West Los Angeles, CA Campus for terms of up to 99 years, to provide supportive housing benefiting Veterans and their families.

Most recently, VA’s EUL authority was amended by P.L. 117-168, the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics Act of 2022 (”PACT Act“), which became law on August 10, 2022. The PACT Act broadened VA’s existing EUL authority in several ways: VA is now permitted to enter into EULs that provide supportive housing or enhance the use of the leased property by directly or indirectly benefitting Veterans; VA EULs are now permitted to be up to 99 years in duration; and there is no longer an expiration date on VA’s EUL authority. The PACT Act also provides VA with $922M to enter into EULs.




References

	VA EUL Authority (38 U.S.C. Sections 8161-8169, as amended)
	West LA Leasing Act of 2016 (as amended) (PDF, 9 pages)








							

												

	
						
					
  
				  
				
				
								
					
  
    
       We’re here anytime, day or night - 24/7

		
      If you are a Veteran in crisis
        or concerned about one, connect with our caring, qualified responders for confidential help. Many of
        them are Veterans themselves. 

      	 Call 988 and press
          1
	 Text to 838255
	 Chat confidentially now
	 Call TTY if you
          have hearing loss 1-800-799-4889


      Get more resources at VeteransCrisisLine.net. 
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U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

810 Vermont Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20420
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Official website of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs







	VA.gov
	ChooseVA
	VA Forms
	VA Publications
	About VA
	VA mobile apps
	Accessibility at VA
	No FEAR Act data
	Whistleblower Protection
	Office of the Inspector General
	VA plans, budget, finances, and performance
	Agency Financial Report
	Privacy policy
	FOIA requests
	Disclaimers
	Open data
	Vulnerability disclosure policy
	Copyright policy





Looking for U.S. government information and services?  Visit USA.gov











											
									
		
		
							
					Close Sliding Bar Area
				

						
								

																														
														

																															
														

																																																												

				

			

		

	

							

					
												 
		 
				Page load link

		
			


Close



 Your feedback matters

Is this website or content helpful? Please let us know. This is anonymous and not stored. Please do not provide personal information — it will not be acted upon. Use Ask VA for questions related to services and benefits. If you or someone you know is in crisis, do not use this form, but connect with the Veterans Crisis Line — Call 988 and press 1 or visit VeteransCrisisLine.net.








Feedback








    Was this content helpful or interesting?
        *
    

    				 Yes

				 No



    
    



    Are you a Veteran?
        
    

    				 Yes

				 No



    
    



    Are you a VA employee?
        
    

    				 Yes

				 No



    
    



    Please provide details on what you liked or what you think should be improved
        
    
    0 of 1000 max characters

    
    



    Please provide details on what you didn't like. We cannot make changes if we don't know what the problems are that you encountered.
        *
    
    0 of 1000 max characters

    
    



	
				
				
					If you are human, leave this field blank.				
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