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BACKGROUND / RATIONALE:
This Independent Scientist Award permits Dr. Booth to obtain additional training and education and to 
develop a funded R01 program in health services research for drug use disorders.  The proposed 
research plan proposes to study predictors of health services use, the management of drug use 
disorders in routine clinical settings, and outcomes for individuals with drug use disorders and comorbid 
medical or psychiatric conditions.  The research will be conducted largely within a rural context to 
provide critical information about this largely understudied population of drug users.

OBJECTIVE(S):
The specific aims are to: 1) develop a stronger scientific understanding of the unique aspects of drug 
use disorders, the unique scientific issues, and the broad array of health services proved to these 
individuals; 2) understand how treatment services or other health services are provided to rural 
individuals with drug use disorders and to individuals with comorbidity including HIV/AIDS and the 
outcomes of these services; 3) develop a research knowledge of individuals with drug use disorders in 
medical settings, including emergency departments and primary care, particularly for rural residents and 
individuals with comorbid medical (including HIV/AIDS) or psychiatric conditions.

METHODS:
To accomplish the aims, the following projects will be conducted: 1) Availability of Drug Treatment 
Services and Outcomes for Individuals with Drug Use Disorders and Comorbidity – to conduct a series 
of studies preparatory to developing an R01 application to NIDA to study predictors of services use and 
outcomes for individuals with drug use disorders in rural areas.  2) Detection, Management, and Health 
Care Outcomes for Individuals with Drug Use disorders in Emergency Department Settings – to conduct 
a series of studies that will inform the development of an eventual R01 application to NIDA to study the 
detection, management, service use, and outcomes for individuals with drug use disorders using ED 
services in rural and urban hospitals in Arkansas. 3) Development of Conceptual and Theoretic Work 
about Comorbidity in Drug Use Disorders – during  years 3-5, we will pilot test revised and new 
formulations concerning comorbidity, revised and new operational definitions of comorbidity, and 
revised and new theoretical constructions about the role comorbidity plays in predicting use of health 
services and outcomes of services.

FINDINGS / RESULTS:

STATUS:

IMPACT:



6. Booth BM. Cost-effectiveness of alcohol treatment.. Grand Rounds, Oregon Health Sciences 
University School of Medicine. Portland, OR 1999.


