Patient/Family Education about . . .

Airborne Precautions



What does it mean?


(You may have germs that are spread through the air. These may include tuberculosis (TB), chicken pox, or measles.

What should you expect?


( You will be in a private room and the door will remain closed at all times.


( Everyone entering your room will wear a special mask or a large clear plastic hood.

What can you do to help prevent the spread?


(You may only leave your room for necessary medical care. 



( If you must leave the room, you must wear a mask.


( Use tissues and cover your mouth when you cough.


( Place used tissues in the container provided by the nurse.

Can you have visitors?


( Only visitors who have recently been around you for very long periods of time outside the hospital may visit you if you are suspected of having TB.  


(If you have measles or chickenpox, only persons who have definitely had chickenpox, measles, or have been adequately vaccinated against these diseases may visit.  


( Other visitors should not visit you to protect their health. We suggest they call you on the telephone until you are out of Airborne Precautions.

                              Developed by: P. Donohue, RN 

          
 
   Approved by: A. Ruderman, MD







Department of Veterans Affairs(Patient/Family Health Education Program(Columbia, SC; RL 6.1, 2/01


