NATIONAL HISPANIC YOUTH INITIATIVE

IN HEALTH, BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH, AND

POLICY DEVELOPMENT

(NHYI – 2004)

PROGRAM APPLICATION

BACKGROUND

The Interamerican College of Physicians and Surgeons (ICPS) founded the National Hispanic Youth Initiative in Health, Biomedical Research, and Policy Development Program (NHYI) in 1988.  The NHYI was developed in response to the crisis in Hispanic healthcare and scientific manpower and the need to increase the number of Hispanic health professionals and scientists by motivating and preparing Hispanic youth to remain in the academic pipeline.  The program was established in collaboration with Hispanic medical societies, academic institutions, and the Upjohn Company. Other health agencies, scientific institutions, community-based organizations, and pharmaceutical manufacturers have joined to support the NHYI since its inception.

PHILOSOPHY/OBJECTIVES
The thrust of the NHYI is to prepare, motivate, and encourage Hispanic youth to pursue a career in the areas of health science and biomedical research.  The NHYI provides participants with knowledge and skills in health and scientific research, introduces a broad range of opportunities available in the government and private sectors, and influences participants to pursue a career in the health sciences and biomedical research.  The NHYI: 1) Provides a broad perspective on the health status of Hispanic-Americans and healthcare issues affecting Hispanic communities.  2) Introduces young Hispanics to national and international healthcare and scientific organizations and their roles.  3) Provides renowned Hispanic role models and mentors.  4) Empowers participants with leadership, motivation, and stress and conflict management skills to enhance their academic potential.  5) Develops awareness of careers in health, and biomedical research, as well as professional opportunities in the government and private sectors.  6) Introduces scholars to members of U.S. Congress and Senate, legislative issues, and health policy.

2004PROGRAM DATE AND DURATION

The NHYI is an intensive eight day in-residence program.  The program will be held from July 10-17, 2004.  The number of scholars accepted will depend on the level of funding received.  

ELIGIBILITY

Applicants for the NHYI must be Hispanic high school students who will become juniors and seniors by July 2004.  Applicants should have a grade point average of 2.7 or above and must have taken at least one course in the sciences.  Applicants with a grade average below 2.7 will not be considered for the program.  The program is competitive; NHYI Scholars are selected on the basis of scholastic achievement, demonstrated interest in the fields of health sciences or biomedical research, leadership skills, and personal attributes.  Scholars throughout the United States and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico are encouraged to apply.

HOUSING ACCOMMODATION AND SUPERVISION

NHYI Scholars will reside in the dormitories at George Washington University in Washington, D.C.  Program Staff and Advisors will remain in residence to provide supervision at all times.  Scholars will not be permitted to leave the residence halls unless attending NHYI-sponsored activities and accompanied by staff.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The Interamerican College of Physicians and Surgeons (ICPS), in collaboration with sponsoring institutions, awards financial assistance to qualifying students who wish to participate in the NHYI.  Special consideration will be given to students who demonstrate economic need.  Full scholarships include room and board, academic program, insurance, travel to and from Washington, D.C., and local transportation associated with the program.  Partial scholarships include room and board, academic program, insurance, and local transportation associated with the program.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

Applicants must submit a completed formal application package with all required documents to be considered for acceptance.  The package must include: completed application; self-addressed postcard to acknowledge receipt; and a one to two page personal statement written in English indicating personal attributes, future goals, reason for participating in this program, and what you are planning to accomplish during this program; and 2 letters of recommendation-one must be from a science instructor.  Transcripts must be in a sealed school envelope.  

Please be sure the following items have been completed and/or provided before mailing application:

Application Package Checklist (provided as a guide for students)

1. Completed and signed application 

[image: image1.wmf]
2. Personal Statement         
3. Proof of parental income 

4. Two letters of recommendation; one must be from a science teacher 


5. Official Transcripts from High School __________

6. Self-addressed postcard; it will serve as a confirmation of receipt only of your application           

All documents must be received by the deadline, and sent to:

NATIONAL HISPANIC YOUTH INITIATIVE

Program Coordinator

Interamerican College of Physicians & Surgeons

1616 H Street, NW, Suite 400

Washington, DC  20006

Scholars will be notified of acceptance by mail no later than May 28, 2004.

APPLICATION CAN BE PHOTOCOPIED

INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR REVIEW

PROGRAM APPLICATION

NHYI - 2004

Washington, DC

	Last Name


	First Name
	Middle Name
	Social Security Number

	Mailing Address


	City
	State
	Zip Code

	Telephone No. and Area Code


	Date of Birth
	Place of Birth
	Email Address

	Hispanic Heritage (specify country)


	Gender
	Current Grade Level
	Total GPA
	Science GPA


	High School Currently Attending


	Address
	City
	State
	Zip Code
	Telephone No.

	What science courses have you taken and are you currently taking? Please list:



	Name and Telephone Number of Guidance/Academic Counselor:
	Email:




	Father's Name
	Occupation
	Estimated Annual Income (submit proof)



	Mother's Name
	Occupation
	Estimated Annual Income (submit proof)



	No. of Brothers
	Ages
	No. of Sisters
	Ages



	Person to be notified in case of emergency
	Relationship to applicant
	Telephone No.




	Language Proficiency:
	READING
	WRITING
	SPEAKING
	SPOKEN AT HOME

	
	Fluent
	Good
	Fair
	Fluent
	Good
	Fair
	Fluent
	Good
	Fair
	Yes
	No

	ENGLISH
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SPANISH
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	OTHER (Specify)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


APPLICATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 23, 2004

Please list extracurricular activities (include school, community, health research, and/or church-related activities):

	Activity
	Dates From:                                To:




Beginning with your most recent job, list your employment history:

	Name and Location


	Position Held
	Month and Year
	Supervisor




Are you interested in a Health Sciences Career?
Yes 


No 

Unsure 


If yes, which Health Sciences Career? 


If no, what career do you plan to pursue? 

Do you have any health disabilities that we should be aware of?
Yes

No 


If yes, please list: 

(List, as well, any disabilities that may prevent you from continuous walking and/or walking long distances)

How did you find out about this program?

I have read and will follow the NHYI Standard of Conduct.

Signature: 








Date: 

DETACH THIS APPLICATION AND SUBMIT WITH THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS:

(Refer to Applicant Checklist)

· Official High School Transcripts 

· Two Letters of Recommendation (one must be from a Science Instructor)

· Personal Statement (one to two pages)

· Proof of Parental Income

· Self Addressed Postcard 

· Mail Application to:

National Hispanic Youth Initiative

Program Coordinator

Interamerican College of Physicians and Surgeons

1616 H Street, NW, Suite 400

Washington, DC  20006

CALL 202-467-4756 IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR SEND EMAIL TO NHYI@ICPS.ORG
GUIDELINES TO COMPLETE A SUCCESSFUL APPLICATION

Below you will find some guidelines that will help you in completing your application.

APPLICATION

Make sure that you complete all sections of the application.  Incomplete applications will not be considered for review.

PERSONAL STATEMENT - (Please type or print)

On a separate page please include information on family background, career interest, experience in health care and/or research, personal attributes, future goals, reason for participating in this program, and what you are planning to accomplish by participating.  Describe a person, event, or reason for your interest in a health science career.  Personal statements must be written in English.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 

Make a copy of this page and ask the persons who will be writing your letters of recommendation to follow the guidelines listed below. 

When rating applicants, letters of recommendation will count for 20% of the total score.  Please take your time when writing this letter and be fair to the applicant.  When writing the letter of recommendation, please assess the applicant’s interest in a career in the health sciences and share any observations and inferences that would be useful in deciding the student’s participation in the program.  For example, your letter may include some of the following attributes: scientific aptitude, creativity, curiosity, initiative, work habits, and peer relationships.  How long have you known the applicant and in what capacity?

ABOUT THE INTERAMERICAN COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS (ICPS)

The Interamerican College of Physicians & Surgeons (ICPS) was founded in 1979 to promote cooperation among Hispanic physicians and to advance their professional and educational needs.  Today, the ICPS reaches a vast majority of the Hispanic medical community in the United States and Puerto Rico - over 39,000 physicians - and a growing number of health professionals in Mexico, the Caribbean, Central and South America, and Spain through its publications, conferences, and links to Hispanic medical societies.  The ICPS is the largest association of Hispanic physicians in the nation.  ICPS is incorporated in the District of Columbia as a not-for-profit national educational, charitable, and medical corporation.  It is a powerful professional network that provides information and support to physicians, faculty, researchers, health institutions, government agencies, community based-organizations, and medical societies in the United States, Spain, and Latin America.  The goals of the ICPS are to: 1) improve the health of the Hispanic community, 2) reduce incidence of preventable diseases, 3) improve educational and leadership opportunities for Hispanic physicians, and, 4) encourage Hispanics to pursue careers in the healthcare field. 

NHYI-2003 SPONSORS INCLUDED: Food and Drug Administration (FDA); Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA); National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NCMHD); Fogarty International Center (FIC); National Cancer Institute/Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities (NCI/CRCHD); National Center for Research Resources (NCRR); National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI); National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI); National Institute on Aging (NIA); National Institute of Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA); National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID); National Institute of Arthritis, Musculoskeletal and Skin Diseases (NIAMS); National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD); National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (NIDCR); National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK); National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS); National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH); National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS); National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR); National Library of Medicine (NLM); and The Merck Foundation.



INTERAMERICAN COLLEGE

OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS



1616 H Street, NW, Suite 400

Washington, DC  20006
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