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National Technical Assistance Center (NTAC)
for Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders with Disabilities
University of Hawaii at Manoa

Center on Disability Studies:  University Center for Excellence in Education, Research, and Service
1776  University  Avenue  • UA 4-6 • Honolulu,   Hawaii  96822

PHONE:  (808) 956-5048   • FAX:  (808) 956-7878 • TTY:  (808) 956-2890 
Employment related Workshops
March 29th and 30th 2004 at the Sheraton Waikiki in Honolulu, Hawaii during the PAC RIM 20th Annual Conference
NTAC co-sponsored

Highlighting . . . “Making Employment Work” 
Dr. Soon Kim-Rupnow and Amy Nawatani from NTAC-AAPI at UH Manoa
John Yeh, consumer and employer, President of Viable Technologies 

Susan Sherman, Assistant VR Director, Program Operations, Georgia 
Dr. Sharie Liden, Clinical Psychologist at Lanai High School

Student, Lanai High (TBA)

Abstract

During this session a panel representing clinical psychology, VR services, and private enterprise will share their hands-on experiences and offer strategies designed to expand vocational horizons for persons with disabilities while creating winning relationships with employers and VR service providers. One of the panelists actually started his own business because no one would hire him due to his disability. What emerged was an entrepreneurial enterprise that became so successful he has since been recognized with numerous national awards for business and technical excellence, including the Norman Vincent Peale Foundation America’s Award, and the Employer of the Year Award from the President’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities. Join us for practical insights and a fascinating look at how to build winning relationships and successful futures for Americans with disabilities, employers and service providers.

Where?: Koko Crater conference room at the Sheraton Waikiki

Day/Time: Monday, March 29th, 2004, 3:15-4:45pm
Additionally NTAC is holding the following . . . 

· “HIRE.US Database” (Exhibitor Booth for AAPI’s with disabilities seeking employment).  Please refer to web link www.ntac.hawaii.edu under downloads.
· 
”National Technical Assistance Center Membership Meeting” – Please bring an action plan or outline on how we can collaborate to improve employment opportunities for AAPI’s with disabilities.

Where?:  Sheraton, Waikiki – Suite 3118
Day/Time: Tuesday, 30th March, 2004, 11am-12:15pm
*******************************************************************
Other employment related topics and presentations during the Pac Rim conference are listed below.

29th March 2004 – 11:00-12:15 – Kohala Conference Room 

Creative Pathways to Self-Employment, Lucy Miller.

Lucy A. Miller, Trainer and Technical Assistance Liaison for SSA Region 4 with Virginia Commonwealth University’s Benefits Assistance Resource Center Suzie Anderson, Social Security Administration Honolulu Office Susan Miller, Project Director, Arts and Self-Employment Initiative, University of Hawaii Center on Disability Studies/Department of Health Developmental Disabilities Division, VSA arts of Hawaii-Pacific

Abstract
Learning more about creative Industries and self-employment opportunities for people with disabilities with an important focus on safeguarding social security and other disability benefits. An overview of small business development for people with disabilities including the logistics of using federal and state work incentives including the Partnership in Achieving Self-Sufficiency (PASS) and PESS; how to negotiate DVR resources to launch a small business; how to utilize the Department of Labor One-Stop Center and Small Business Administration (SBA) incentives and Department of Education transition planning resources for small business development. Overview of successful cases and discussion of emerging Hawaii artists with developmental and other disabilities and their circle of supporters who’ve worked the last 12 months to develop business and marketing plans to launch small businesses and micro-enterprises with the support of the business, marketing development and SSA and other disability advocates and experts.
29th March 2004 – 9:30-10:45 – Kohala Conference Room 
The Current Status and Future Trends of Employment of People with Disabilities, John Gugerty.

John Gugerty Researcher University of Wisconsin Center on Education and Work 964 Educational Sciences Building 1025 West Johnson Street Madison WI 53706-1796 Phone: 608-263-2724 Fax: 608-262-3050 E-mail: jgugerty@education.wisc.edu
Abstract
This presentation describes an approach that uses distance learning to prepare professionals to develop, implement, and evaluate the impact of summer college-preparation programs for students with disabilities. The overall goal is to improve students’ postsecondary academic performance and retention. The presentation will provide an overview of the course design, demonstrate adult learning principles used, show examples of summer prep programs designed by course participants, conduct a virtual tour of the course, demonstrate the From Here to There needs assessment tool, and highlight course readings and resources.
29th March 2004 – 9:30-10:45 – Waianae Conference Room. 
Customized Employment: Careers, not just Jobs, Deborah Muir

Deborah Muir, Program Manager, TransCen, Inc./Worklink Program
Abstract
This session focuses on techniques for finding quality employment opportunities for students and/or job seekers with significant disabilities. During this session, we will discuss customized employment and how to find interesting positions as well as discuss the importance of developing jobs based on a job seekers skills and interests and how to use networking techniques to access that hidden job market. We will discuss the techniques we use to develop comprehensive, 100% community-based services that match each students preferences, skill, and future goals. Using case studies, we will look at tools a job developer can use to sell a job seekers skills and encourage employers to create new positions.
29th March 2004 – 1:45-3:00 – Akaka Falls Conference Room 
Creating Better Employment Opportunities, Tanis Doe. 9:30 – 10:45
Tanis Doe, Ph.D., Community Research for AT, Principal Investigator

Abstract
The California Foundation of Independent Living Centers has a five-year NIDRR grant to look at how assistive technology impacts the lives of people with disabilities in many areas of life. Community Research for Assistive Technology will present the findings to date on the area of accessing employment and improved employment outcomes using assistive technology. The research is being done with and by people with disabilities using focus groups and survey methodologies. We encourage workshop participants to ask questions and provide ideas for ongoing research in this area.
29th March 2004 – 3:15-4:30 – Koko Crater Conference Room 
Making Employment Work, Weol Soon Kim-Rupnow. 

See page 1 for details
30th March 2004 – 9:30-10:45 – Kona Conference Room

High School/High Tech: Helping Students with Disabilities make the Technology Transition, Mike Hermanson.

Mike Hermanson, Director, Montana Center on Disabilities, Montana State University-Billings
Abstract
The Montana Center on Disabilities and the MSU-Billings College of Business collaborated with area high schools to provide computer instruction to students with a variety of disabilities. Students received Word, PowerPoint, and Excel instruction. Pre/Post-test analysis showed significance (p.>.05) for two of the instructional units. The program focused on technology skills necessary in today's labor market. A business planning model was used as a learning vehicle. This format was useful in teaching students a plan development process useful in a variety of settings. Instruction emphasized hands on activities and group activities. 
30th March 2004 – 11:00-12:15 – Koko Crater Conference Room 
Improving postsecondary education outcomes for students with disabilities from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, Kelly Roberts.
Bobbie Atkins, Mari Guillermo, Kawehi Napeahi, Kanoe Kealoha, Maureen Hawes, and Tri Tran, & Kelly Roberts
Abstract
This presentation will present preliminary findings from a project funding by the Fund for Improvement in Postsecondary Education (FIPSE). The project is being implemented at three collaborating sites (The University of Hawaii, The University of Minnesota, and San Diego State University) to improve outcomes for students with disabilities from CLD backgrounds. Time will be allocated for discussion around key issues and concerns effecting postsecondary education outcomes for students with disabilities from CLD backgrounds.
30th March 2004 – 1:45-3:00 – Kohala Conference Room

Employment Dreams Perfected: Self Employment through Person Centered Planned Limited Liability.

Richard Radtke Angela Zangerle
Abstract
People with disabilities are often limited in their quest to achieve self determination and community inclusion. Self-employment aids in this quest. In addition to self determination, developing a business has powerful effects on socialization, families, staff members and the community at large. The Sea of Dreams Foundation has created a person-centered employment approach to self-employment which empowers individuals as owners of their own company. By taking a strengths-based approach individual attributes became apparent. We will present examples of two Limited Liability Companies composed of severe to moderately disabled participants, Second Time Around Toys + LLC and Sea-Sun Things + LLC. Both companies are based on ownership interests which emphasizes interests and strengths. One centered on refurbished toys and the other on tourist items resulting from beach combing. 
30th March 2004 – 4:45 – 8:00 – HAWAII STATE CAPITAL (Rm. 329)

“Artists Mean Business in Hawaii” Statewide Forums Promoting Career Opportunities in the Arts for People with Disabilities.  Reception, Entertainment, and Forums.

NTAC-AAPI candidates who have participated in the events above are encouraged to fill out a survey which will be passed out at the conference and can also be accessed through the web link at www.ntac.hawaii.edu under downloads.

