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William H. Campbell, Assistant Secretary for Management,
VA Environmental Executive

William H. Campbell was sworn in as Assistant Secretary for
Management and Chief Financial Officer of the Department of
Veterans Affairs on November 27, 2002. Mr. Campbell also serves
as VA's Environmental Executive. He previously served as VA's
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Finance and Deputy Chief Financial
Officer since October 2000. Prior to joining VA, Mr. Campbell was
Chief Financial Officer for the Coast Guard. Mr. Campbell holds a
master’s degree in technical management from Johns Hopkins University, a diploma
in resource management from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, and a
bachelor’s degree in marine and electrical engineering from the Massachusetts
Maritime Academy. A member of the Senior Executive Service since 1985,
Mr. Campbell is a recipient of the Presidential Senior Executive Service Distinguished
Rank Award.
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Rebecca R. Wodder, President, American Rivers

Rebecca Wodder began her environmental careerin Washington,
D.C., as a legislative aide to U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson, the
founder of Earth Day, with responsibility for environmental and
energy issues. She worked several years for The Wilderness
Society before becoming president of American Rivers, a leading,
national non-profit river conservation organization, in 1995.
Ms. Wodder helped found Earth Share, a coalitionofnational
environmental groups working to promote charitable environmental giving in the
workplace. She received her undergraduate degrees from the University of Kansas
in biology and environmental studies and holds master degrees from the University
of Wisconsin, Madison in landscape architecture and water resources management.
In June 1998, the American Sport Fishing Association named Rebecca Wodder the
1998 Woman of the Year for her advocacy on behalf of clean, healthy rivers.
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John L. Howard, Jr., Federal Environmental Executive

On April 30, 2002, President Bush appointed John Howard a Fe-
deral Environmental Executive, one of the Administration’s most
pivotal environmental leadership roles, Federal Environmental Exe-
cutive. Previously, Mr. Howard was the Senior Associate Director
for the White House Council on Environmental Quality; the Environ-
ment and Natural Resources Policy Director for then-Governor
Bush; and an environmental attorney in Washington, DC, and
Austin, Texas. Mr. Howard graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Baylor University and
received his law degree from the University of Texas, where he was the administrative
editor of the Texas Law Review.
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Welcome and Opening Remarks

Charles E. Roberson
Associate Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Program Management & Operations
Office of Acquisition & Materiel Management

This Land is Your Land
Performed by
The “Butterflies” U.S. Kids Preschool Class
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William H. Campbell
Assistant Secretary for Management
VA Environmental Executive

Rebecca R. Wodder
President
American Rivers

John L. Howard, Jr.
Federal Environmental Executive
Office of the Federal Environmental Executive

VA CLOSING THE CIRCLE AWARDS PRESENTATION
Recipients:

Beverly National Cemetery Team Award
Beverly, New Jersey
National Cemetery Administration

Sharon Ricketts Williams
VA Illiana Health Care System
Danville, Illinois
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April 22,2003, marks the 33" anniversary of Earth Day. Former Wisconsin
Senator Gaylord Nelson’s best-known achievement is the founding of Earth
Day in 1970. Described by American Heritage Magazine as “one of the
most remarkable happenings in the history of democracy, Earth Day made
environmental protection a major national issue.

Earth Day celebrations are held globally and involve tens of thousands of
events. Each year, millions of people engage in a variety of activities
designed to draw our attention to our environment, such as environmental
clean-ups, recycling fairs, nature walks, and earth festivals and concerts.

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) actively encourages its employees
to participate in programs that prevent or reduce waste, recycle, and buy
environmentally friendly products. At this year’s Earth Day observance,
VA, through the Office of Acquisition and Materiel Management, is
recognizing the VA Beverly National Cemetery Team and Sharon Ricketts
Williams of the VA Illiana Health Care System for their outstanding
contributions to the environment through their innovative recycling efforts.

Working together, we send a message that our planet is precious, perishable,
and belongs to all of us. And, in protecting our environment today, we are
building a healthier tomorrow for our children and grandchildren. What
better way to reflect this sentiment, VA’s theme for Earth Day 2003, than to
have a group of children from U.S. Kids Childcare Development Center
lead us in a time-honored song, “This Land is Your Land.”

VA thanks all of its employees for their commitment and dedication to both
serve our Nation’s veterans and to protect and preserve our environment.



