STEPS IN VA FEE SIMPLE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY

1. Field Facility Director sends Land Management Service (LMS) a request to purchase real property along with a project-funding source (must be major or minor construction project funding)………………..Acquisition process starts.

2. If source of funding is Minor Construction, LMS prepares a package for Secretary’s conceptual approval of the acquisition.  Appropriate concurrences must be obtained from various offices including the Office of General Counsel, Budget and Congressional Affairs (this action can be accomplished simultaneously with other steps)……………………..…………Approx. 6 weeks.

3. LMS contracts for and obtains fair market value appraisal, title binder, and boundary survey……………………………………………….Approx.  3 months.

4. LMS obtains historic and environmental clearances for minor project acquisitions.  (Timelines for environmental clearance vary greatly depending on the size of the parcel)………………………………………Approx.  3 months.

5. LMS negotiates with the owner to obtain an Offer to Sell/Donate real property.  Also a determination   needs to be made whether the Uniform Relocation Assistance Act applies (if so significant delays and cost increases are to be expected)…………………………………………….Approx.  2 months.

6. Draft deed, title binder, boundary survey and Offer to Sell/Donate are submitted to U.S. Attorney General for review and issuance of a Preliminary Opinion of Title……...………………………………………....Approx.  6 weeks.

7. LMS arranges for proceeds to be sent to the Title Company and sends all necessary documents with instructions to close title.  This is done after all closing arrangements have been made and all title defects have been satisfactorily cleared. A Warranty Deed must be recorded transferring title to the United States of America and its assigns…………………………………………………………Approx.  2 months.
8. After recordation, title company forwards the recorded deed and title insurance policy to LMS and the documents are submitted to Attorney General for Final Title Opinion……………………………….Approx.  2 months.

TOTAL TIME REQUIRED:  APPROXIMATELY 12 TO 14 MONTHS 

