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Welcome! A variety of technical publications are prepared and maintained by Strategic Management Office, and Facilities Quality Service related to the planning, design, leasing, and construction of VA facilities. The following alphabetical publications list may be a useful resource guide when developing construction projects or preparing A/E packages. Leasing guidance documents are also listed.

Availability electronic copies of all of these documents are available through the website http://www.va.gov/facmgt/standard. 
List of Contact Persons
Planning, Design, and Construction
A/E Quality Alerts
A series of the most common and repeat design errors and omissions made by architect/engineer consultants (A/Es) on VA projects that should be avoided.
Contact Person
Satish Sehgal, Facilities Quality Service, email Satish.Sehgal@va.gov.

A/E Submission Instructions (PG-18-15)

Provides guidelines for a/e submissions in the production of Schematics, Design Development, and Construction Documents

Contact Person

Satish Sehgal, Facilities Quality Service, email, Satish.Sehgal@va.gov.

Barrier Free Design Guide (PG-18-13) 
VA supplement to the Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards (UFAS) defining accessibility requirements for disabled persons.

Contact Person
Dennis A. Hancher, Barrier Free Design Officer, Facilities Quality Service, email Dennis.Hancher@va.gov
National CAD Standard, VHA Application Guide & Standard Details (PG-18-4),
VHA Application Guide adopting the NIBS National CAD Standard, utility and sheet template files, and standard construction details organized by discipline, for use in  design and construction documents for VA projects.
Contact Person
Donald L. Myers, Facilities Quality Service, email Donald.Myers@va.gov
Design and Construction Procedures (H-18-3) 
Established VA policies defining the minimum level of excellence in the design, construction, and alteration of VA facilities. Individual construction standards are reviewed periodically and new construction standards are added occasionally.
Contact Person
Satish Sehgal, Facilities Quality Service, email Satish.Sehgal@va.gov.

Design Alerts 
These alerts are issued for reducing repeat construction change orders and for addressing other construction related issues.

Contact Person
Satish Sehgal, Facilities Quality Service, email Satish.Sehgal@va.gov.

Design Guides (PG-18-12) 
Provide comprehensive information including an overview of design principles and concepts, narrative text descriptions, and guide plates for reference in the design and development of VA projects. They are useful reference documents for all participants in the project team when new facilities are constructed or when existing facilities are renovated.
Contact Person
Donald L. Myers, Facilities Quality Service, email Donald.Myers@va.gov
Design Manuals (PG-18-10) 
Principle instructions to the A/Es describing construction and technical design requirements and guidelines in the development of contract documents for specific VA projects. Each discipline has developed individual design manuals, and may have a design manual that is available for a specific type of facility (i.e. nursing home). Disciplines include Architectural, Asbestos Abatement, Automatic Transport, Cost Estimating, CPM Phasing, Electrical, Equipment (hospital), Fire Protection, HVAC, Incinerator Systems, Interior Design, Plumbing, Sanitary, Site Development, Steam Generation/Distribution, & Structural.
Contact Persons
Architectural and Site Development: Don Myers, Facilities Quality Service, email Donald.Myers@va.gov
Asbestos Abatement: Satish Sehgal, Facilities Quality Service, email Satish.sehgal@va.gov. 
Automatic Transport and Incinerator Systems: Consulting Support Service
Cost Estimating: Julius Sztuk, Cost Estimating Service, email Julius.sztuk@va.gov. 

CPM Phasing: Consulting Support Service

Electrical: Consulting Support Service 

Fire Protection: David Klein, Network Program Support, email David.Klein5@va.gov
HVAC: Manu Dhokai, Facilities Quality Service, email Dhokai.Mulraj @va.gov
Satish Sehgal, Facilities Quality Service, email Satish.sehgal@va.gov. 

Interior Design: Orest Burdiak, Facilities Quality Service, email Orest.Burdiak@va.gov. 

Plumbing and Sanitary:  Consulting Support Service

Steam Generation/Distribution: Consulting Support Service 
Structural: Kris Banga, Facilities Quality Service, email Krishna.Banga@va.gov
Fred Lau: Facilities quality Service, email Fred.Lau@va.gov.
Environmental Compliance Manual (PG-18-17)
This manual contains governing National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) regulations, environmental compliance procedures, statements of work for consultant services, and examples of compliance documents. The manual objectives are to inform customers of NEPA responsibilities and the intricacies involved in preparing the necessary documentation for delegated projects early in the project development.
Contact Person
Robert J. Frazier, Service Delivery Office, email Robert.Frazier1@va.gov 
Master Construction Specifications (PG-18-1) 
Comprehensive set of over 372 written architectural and engineering guidelines defining the qualitative requirements for products, materials, and workmanship. 
Contact Persons

Jeet Kumar, Facilities Quality Service, email Jeet.Kumar@va.gov 
Ron Johnson, Facilities Quality Service, email Ronald.Johnson@va.gov
Physical Security Design Manuals
The Manuals contain the physical security standards for improving the protection for VA mission critical facilities and life-safety protected facilities.
Contact Persons

Kurt D. Knight, Chief, Facilities Quality Service, email Kurt.Knight@va.gov
Fred Lau: Facilities Quality Service, email Fred.Lau@va.gov.

Room Finishes, Door, and Hardware Schedule (PG-18-14)
http://www.va.gov/facmgt/standard/rooms/rooms.doc
Provides standards for the interior finishes, doors, and hardware for new or renovated VA facilities. Factors considered appropriateness for function and space, cost, durability, and ease of maintenance.

Contact Persons
Orest Burdiak, Facilities Quality Service, email Orest.Burdiak@va.gov
Ron Johnson, Facilities Quality Service, email Ronald.Johnson@va.gov
Standards Alert – VA Adoption of Building Information Modeling (BIM)
This new category of Alert will serve to identify innovative and broad ranging Standards and Design processes and procedures that have a major impact on the VA’s goal of delivering World-class Facilities.
Contact Persons
Kurt D. Knight, Chief, Facilities Quality Service, email Kurt.Knight@va.gov
Renee Tietjen, Facilities Quality Service, email Renee.Tietjen@va.gov.

Sustainable Design & Energy Reduction Manual
This manual identifies the seven sustainability goals outlined in the Federal Mandates, and maps each goal to the appropriate LEED strategy for implementation.  Methods for consideration to achieve the goals, budget considerations, case studies, and checklists are also included.

Contact Person

Renee Tietjen, Facilities Quality Service, email Renee.Tietjen@va.gov.

Seismic (Structural) Design Requirements (H-18-8) 
Policies established to insure that all new and existing VA hospital facilities in seismic areas are designed to remain operational after an earthquake.

Contact Persons
Kris Banga, Facilities Quality Service, email Krishna.Banga@va.gov 
Fred Lau, Facilities Quality Service, email Fred.Lau@va.gov
Space Planning Criteria for VA Facilities (formerly Handbook 7610) 
Provides space requirements and guidance for development of space programs for VA Facility Development Plans, construction projects, and leasing agreements. Contains guidance for functional relationships and design considerations in addition to space planning criteria for all VA healthcare functions.

Contact Person
Donald L. Myers, Facilities Quality Service, email Donald.Myers@va.gov
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