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ISSUE:


Protection of vertical ducts passing through interstitial spaces.





background:


The ProCATS data shows a project where shafts enclosing vertical ducts in floors were left open (no enclosures were provided) at the interstitial space levels.  An expensive change order was issued to enclose these vertical ducts in interstitial spaces with fire rated shafts, and the ducts were continuously enclosed from basement to roof.


NFPA 90A requires the enclosures to have a fir resistance rating (based on possible fire exposure from either side of the partition or wall)  of no less than 1 hour where such air ducts are located in a building less than four (4) stories in height, and of no less than 2 hours where such ducts are located in a building four (4) stories or more in height.





recommendations/CONCLUSION:


This design alert is intended to serve as a reminder for the need to specify continuous fire rated enclosures for vertical ducts passing through interstitial spaces.






































for additional information:


Contact � FORMTEXT ��Satish Sehgal� at 202.565.� FORMTEXT ��5032� in the Standards Service (187C).














