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MASTER CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS (MasterFormat 2004)
A.  ISSUE: Master Construction Specifications in the new MasterFormat 2004.  
B.  BACKGROUND:  The Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) changed their format for construction specifications.  The new expanded system covers the entire life cycle of a project and is built to accommodate technologies of the future. Major changes include:
· MasterFormat was expanded from 16 to 50 divisions.

· The old 5-digit numbering system was changed to 6-digits.

C.  DISCUSSION:  The new MasterFormat has been adopted by major producers of master guide specifications, including:

· DoD Unified Facilities Guide Specifications (UFGS); NASA; AIA MasterSpec (ARCOM); and Sweets and Building Systems Design (BSD) SpecLink.

· CFM completed the conversion of VA’s Master Construction Specifications to the new CSI format, and these are posted on the website. 
· The “previous” master specifications will remain on the website for historical reference with no future updates.
D.  CHANGES: This update changed the 5-digit section numbers to 6-digit numbers and created many new divisions, as well as the following:

· Several existing sections had to be split in order to conform to the new MasterFormat, and therefore their product description and installation were split accordingly.

· In a few cases two existing sections were combined into a new section, and their relevant information has been consolidated.
· Several architectural sections and the “front end” sections were updated.
· Security System specifications were added along with updates in few other specifications to comply with the new Physical Security Design Manuals.
· A matrix showing the relationship of previous section names and numbers to new section names and numbers will be available at: http:\\www.va.gov/facmgt/standard/spec_idx.asp.
E.  RECOMMENDATION:  All new projects and those now in the Design Development phase should use the new Master Construction Specifications.

F.  FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Contact Jeet Kumar (202-565 5214) at jeet.kumar@va.gov, Satish Sehgal (202-565 5032) at satish.sehgal@va.gov or Ronald Johnson (202.565.5490) at ronald.d.johnson@va.gov.
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