ADDITIONAL BIDDING INFORMATION CONCERNINg�PRE�SOLICITATION NOTICE, SF 1417 





A.	Sealed bids will be received by the Construction Contracting Officer, c/o Chief, Office of Acquisition and Materiel Management (   ), Room No. Building No.   , VA Medical Center,


(MAILING ADDRESS:   Room No.    , Building No.    , VA Medical Center,                                                                        ) and at the scheduled time publicly opened in 


//NOTE:	Bids will also be received in bid opening room on day of bid opening from _______________P.M. to ______________ P.M. //


B.	For Information Contact: �                                      �                                      �                                      �Phone                                 	FAX __________________


	OR


	Project Manager (183)�Department of Veterans Affairs �8l0 Vermont Avenue, N.W.�Washington, D. C.  20420�Phone:  202/565� 					FAX __________________


C. BIDDING MATERIALS:	Bidding materials consisting of drawings, specifications and contract  forms may be obtained by qualified General (Prime) Contractors interested in submitting bids direct to the Department of Veterans Affairs.  A maximum of four sets may be issued when so requested.  One set of drawings and specifications will be furnished on request to asbestos abatement, drywall, reinforcing/structural steel, sitework, fire sprinkler, plumbing, utilities, heating, ventilation, air conditioning and electrical subcontractors, for their use in preparing sub�bids for General (Prime) Contractors.  One set of drawings and specifications will be furnished on request to aluminum window, steel door/frame, hardware, metal casework, shelving, laboratory furniture, electrical equipment and air conditioning equipment suppliers, for their use in preparing sub�bids for General (Prime) Contractors.  Suppliers and sub�contractors listed above shall show in their requests, along with their name, address, telephone an fax numbers in Block 17, the work or equipment for which they intend to prepare sub�bids. 


(1)	Bidding material may be obtained only upon written application to (NAME AND ADDRESS OF A/E OR IN-HOUSE ADDRESS) 


(2)	When requesting bidding materials, bidder should allow 5 working days after receipt in issuing office for reproduction in addition to mail delivery time. 


(3)	Subcontractors, material firms and others interested in preparing sub�bids may, upon application to the issuing office, obtain a list of organizations, such as Builders' Exchange, Chambers of Commerce, Contractors and others, who have received bidding materials.  The list will be available ten days after issue of bidding materials. 


(4)	Returned bidding material shall be sent postage prepaid, to (NAME AND ADDRESS OF A/E OR IN-HOUSE ADDRESS).  In case no bid is to be submitted, firms are requested to return the bidding material as soon as this fact has been determined and before the date of opening bids. 


D. BONDS:  The bidder to whom award is made will be required to furnish two bonds, a Payment Bond, Standard Form 25A, and a Performance Bond, Standard Form 25, each in the penal sum as noted in the General Conditions of the Specifications. 


SPEC WRITER NOTE: Use 12% for solicitations with unrestricted competition. Use 15% for small business set aside and small business labor surplus set-aside solicitations. Use 25% for special trade contracts with any small business restriction involving general construction





E.	Contractor shall execute on site and with his own organization, actual construction work equivalent to not less than // 12 // 15 // 25 // percent of total amount of work to be performed under the contract. 


F.	PRE-BID CONFERENCE: 


(1)	A Pre�Bid Conference will be held on              , 19  , at         (A.M. // P.M.), local time, in Room No.    , Building No.    , VA Medical Center,                                                .  All bidders, subcontractors, manufacturers and suppliers are invited to attend. 


(2)	The following agenda is furnished for the information of all prospective bidders: 


(a)	Open meeting 


(b)	Review of Project 


(c)	Specifications, Network Analysis System and CPM 


(d)	General Requirements, bid package and bid opening procedure 


(e)	Review of "Buy American Act" 


(f)	Questions and answers 


(g)	Close meeting 


SPEC WRITER NOTE: Workshops are generally held on projects estimated at $10,000,000 or over.  Verify the need for a workshop with the Project Manager.





G.	WORKSHOP:


(1)	A workshop for disadvantaged (minority), women owned and other small business concerns shall be held on // DATE // immediately following // in conjunction with // the Pre-Bid Conference.  The workshop will be held in // Room No. _________ , Building No. ___________ , VA Medical Center, ____________________________________________________ // the same room as the Pre-Bid Conference //.  The workshop will be conducted by a representative of the Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization.  All prime contractors and subcontractors, including disadvantaged (minority), women owned and other small business concerns are encouraged to attend.


(2)	The following agenda is furnished for the information of all prospective attendees:


(a)	Introduction of representatives for prime contractors, subcontractors, women owned, firms, disadvantaged (minority) firms, small business firms and other workshop participants.


(b)	Explanation of Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR), Parts 52.219-1, 52.214-4, 52.219-9, 52.219-16 & 52.219-23.


(c)	Presentation from each participating prime contractor.


(d)	Registration of each women owned, minority and other small business participants with prime contractors.


(e)	Questions and answers.


H.	LIQUIDATED DAMAGES: Liquidated damages in the sum noted in the specifications will be assessed for each calendar day of delay not excused pursuant to the contract provisions. 


I.	DAVIS BACON ACT: Minimum rates of wages, required by the Davis�Bacon Act (40 U.S.C. 276a), as amended, to be paid the various classes of laborers and mechanics employed on this work are set forth in the specifications. 


J.	CAUTION TO BIDDERS: 


(a)	Bidders are cautioned that their bids may be considered non�responsive if they include any qualifications, including but not limited to price escalation reservations. 


(b)	Bid Envelopes:  It is the responsibility of each bidder to take all necessary precautions, including the use of a proper mailing cover, to insure that his/her bid price cannot be ascertained by anyone prior to bid opening.  If a bid envelope is furnished with this pre�solicitation notice, the bidder is requested to use the furnished envelope in submitting his/her bid.  Bidder may, however, when it suits his/her purpose, use any suitable envelope, identifying the project by title, station location, and bid opening time and date. 


	NOTE:  See Instruction to Bidders and Solicitation, Offer and Award which are furnished with the specifications. 


SPEC WRITER NOTE:  Include the following set�aside notice for a particular project only when designated by the Contracting Officer. Do not use for SBA (8a) contracts.





K.	NOTICE OF TOTAL SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE (FAR 52.219-6) (July 1996)


(a)	Definitions:


	"Small business concern", as used in this clause, means a concern, including its affiliates, that is independently owned and operated, not dominant in the field of operation in which it is bidding on Government contracts, and qualified as a small business under the size standards in this solicitation. 


(b)	General: 


(1)	Offers are solicited only from small business concerns.  Offers received from concerns that are not small business concerns shall be considered nonresponsive and will be rejected. 


(2)	Any award resulting from this solicitation will be made to a small business concern. 


(c)	Agreement.  A small business concern submitting an offer in its own name agrees to furnish, in performing the contract, only end items manufactured or produced by small business concerns in the United States.  The term “United States” includes its territories and possessions, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and the District of Columbia.  If this procurement is processed under simplified acquisition procedures and the total amount of this contract does not exceed $25,000, a small business concern may furnish the product of any domestic firm.  This paragraph does not apply in connection with construction or service contracts.


L.	SPECIAL NOTE: This procurement is subject to the requirements of the Buy American Act. The requirements are set forth in the specification Section 0l00l, GENERAL CONDITIONS. 


SPEC WRITER NOTE:


1.	Following clause applies only to projects in excess of $1,000,000 which are not:


(1) Small Business Set�aside or 


(2) 8(a) Set-aside.


2.	Verify with OSDBU the percentage figures used for subcontracting goals.








M.	GOALS - SUBCONTRACTING PLAN: 


(1)	This provision does not apply to bidders or offerors that are classified as small business concerns. 


(2)	The bidder's attention is called to the clause "Small Business and Small Disadvantaged Business Subcontracting Program", as set forth in the General Conditions in the specifications. 


(3)	The Subcontracting Program states that the successful bidder shall submit a subcontracting plan.  The VA requires that such plan be submitted within 10 days after bid opening.  The Small Business and Small Disadvantaged Business, Women Owned Small Business, HUBZone Small Business and Veteran Owned Small Business participation goals for this project, expressed in terms of a percentage of planned subcontracting dollars, are as follows:  


	SMALL BUSINESS	 23  _% 


	SMALL DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS	 5   _% 


	WOMEN OWNED SMALL BUSINESS	 5   _% 


	HUBZONE SMALL BUSINESS	_1.5__% 


	VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS	___7__% 


(4)	Bidders should be aware that the successful bidder's subcontracting plan shall include name and address of each identified small business and/or small disadvantaged business which constitutes such plan. 


SPEC WRITER NOTE: See http://www.sba.gov/size/ for small business size standards and NAICS number.





N.	NAICS AND SMALL BUSINESS SIZE STANDARD (FAR 19.102):


(1)	The North American Industry Classification System (NAICS)


(2)	The small business size standard is __________________.





SPEC WRITER NOTE: Following clause applies to SBA competitive 8(a) projects only.  Refer to FAR 19.811-3(d) and 52.219-18.





O.	COMPETITION:


(1)	Competition for this procurement is subject to the limitations set forth in FAR clause 52.219-18 (Jun 1999) which is included in the GENERAL CONDITIONS Section.


P.	SURETIES:


(1)	Individual sureties that may be proposed will be reviewed for acceptability in accordance with the latest requirements in Subpart 28.2 of the Federal Acquisition Regulations.  A copy of this subpart is available upon request to the designated contract office.
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