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Department of Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans 
July 15 – 16, 2009 

St Regis Hotel, Washington, D.C. 
 
 
July 15, 2009 
 
Present: 
  The Honorable Charles L. Cragin, Committee Chair 
Committee Members (alphabetical order): 
Henry Falk, MD, M.P.H 
Lynn Goldman, MD, M.P.H 
John Hart, MD 
William R. “Rusty” Jones  
Kirt Love 
Daniel Ortiz 
LTG Thomas Plewes, USAR, Ret.  
Valerie Randall 
Edward R. Reese 
Steve Robertson 

 
Not Present: 
Martha Douthit 
Mark S. Garner  
Daniel Pinedo 

 
Opening Remarks by the Honorable Charles L. Cragin 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and began by introducing the panel of Veterans 
Service Organizations (VSO) representatives.  Each panelist discussed their respective 
organization’s resolutions and legislative activities relating to Gulf War I Veterans.  The panel 
consisted of the following:  
 

The American Legion, TAL, Denise Williams 
Paralyzed Veterans of America, PVA, Carl Blake 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, VFW, Dennis Cullinan 
Disabled American Veterans, DAV, Adrian Atizado 

 
Ms. Williams discussed the extensive work and legislative actions The American Legion has 
accomplished toward helping Gulf War I Veterans since August 1990.  She told the Committee 
that The American Legion is very concerned about the various illnesses affecting this cohort of 
Veterans and was the first national Veterans’ Service Organization to bring this issue to the 
Congress’ attention.  Ms. Williams’ full statement can be found on the Advisory Committee on 
Gulf War Veterans’ website. Additional information about The American Legion, go to 
www.legion.org. 
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The next panel member, Carl Blake, expressed that PVA is unique in that it does not take on 
issues specifically for war time periods.  PVA serves Veterans who have experienced spinal cord 
injury or dysfunction. However, it has been involved in a number of legislative activities that 
involve Gulf War I Veterans.  He also explained that PVA is currently working in concert with 
the Department of Veterans Affairs to develop a Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Handbook.  
 
Mr. Blake brought to the Committee’s attention H.R. Bill 2926 which was introduced by 
Virginia Congressman Glenn Nye on June 18, 2009.  If the Bill is passed, it would direct the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide, without expiration, hospital care, medical services, and 
nursing home care for certain Veterans of the Persian Gulf War and Vietnam-era Veterans 
exposed to herbicide.   
 
Additionally, at the request of Chairman Cragin, Mr. Blake discussed the Independent Budget 
(IB) which is coauthored by PVA, DAV, AMVETS, and VFW.  The Independent Budget offers 
budget and program recommendations for the Department of Veterans Affairs to meet the needs 
of Veterans.  Published annually, the twenty-third consecutive issue will be published in FY 
2010.  More about the Independent Budget can be found at www.independentbudget.org.  
Additional information about PVA can be found at http://www.pva.org.  
 
Next was Dennis Cullinan who stated that the VFW does not specifically represent Gulf War I 
Veterans but has been an advocate for this cohort.  He told the Committee that the VFW took a 
very early and strong interest in the “Persian Gulf I” conflict and the maladies associated with it.  
He explained that the VFW became very concerned when it appeared to them that the 
Department of Defense was not lending credence to the issue. As a result, in 1994 the VFW 
conducted a nationwide survey of Gulf War I Veterans using the VFW Magazine as a vehicle to 
seek Veterans’ opinions on what was going on.  Mr. Cullinan stated at that time there was no 
other empirical data to substantiate Gulf War I Veterans’ views.  The results were reported to 
former First Lady Hillary Clinton.  Mr. Cullinan believes that the White House’s focus on the 
VFW report and related documents was the catalyst to move forward research on illnesses 
related to the Gulf War.  To learn more about the VFW, go to http://www.vfw.org/. 
 
The last panelist to speak was Adrian Atizado from the DAV.  He began with discussing the 
DAV resolutions which pertain to Gulf War I Veterans: Resolution 010 – Support Open-Ended 
Presumptive Period for Undiagnosed Illnesses for Gulf War Veterans, Resolution 095 – 
Compensate Persian Gulf War Veterans Suffering from Illnesses Circumstantially Linked to 
their Service in the Persian Gulf War, and Resolution 156 – Support Legislation to Provide 
Prompt Medical Screening and Treatment for all Veterans Exposed to Depleted Uranium. He 
also echoed the DAV’s support to the passage of H.R. Bill 2926.  A copy of the DAV’s 
resolutions can be found on the Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ website.  More 
information about the DAV can be found at www.dav.org. 
 
The panelists’ presentations were followed by a question and answer period. One of the primary 
points of discussion was identifying the appropriate characterization of Veterans who served 
during the Gulf War from 1990 to 1991.  The terms Persian Gulf War Veteran, Persian Gulf I 
Veteran, Gulf War I Veteran, and Gulf War II Veteran have all been used. The dialogue centered 
on the ramifications of keeping the current War and Gulf War I Veteran cohorts together. The 
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VSOs agreed that while the War has not ended, Veterans who served during the Gulf War from 
1990 – 1991 should be categorized separately to ensure that all of their unique healthcare and 
benefits needs are met. Additionally, the VSO representatives unanimously agreed that all 
Veterans should be able to seek the full range of care from VA without respect to the era in 
which he or she served.   
 
Public Comment.  The Chairman opened the floor for public comments. However, there were 
none given.  
 
Subcommittee Meeting Summary 
 
As required by the Federal Advisory Committee Act, subcommittees must report back to the full 
Committee the results of their work.  Kirt Love, Tom Plewes, and Randy Reese formed a data 
subcommittee which met with members of the Veterans Benefits Administration’s Office of 
Performance Analysis and Integrity (PA&I) on June 30, 2009.  They discussed discrepancies in 
the Gulf War I Veterans’ data which were specifically related to the February and August 2008 
Gulf War Veterans Information System (GWVIS) Reports. The subcommittee presented a 
number of data queries to PA&I staff and expressed its concern about the disparities between the 
two reports.  PA&I explained that VBA experienced a number of issues with converting data 
from the existing Benefits Delivery Network (BDN) system to the new Veterans Services 
Network (VETSNET) system but is working on an aggressive timeline to resolve these 
problems.   
 
PA&I also explained that the most current and accurate GWVIS data is as of the February 2008 
report.  The subcommittee agreed to use this data as its reference point.  Where possible and 
when the integrity of the data can be maintained, PA&I agreed to manually extrapolate data from 
other VBA databases in conjunction with the February 2008 GWVIS data to derive responses to 
several of the Committee’s outstanding questions.   
 
 
The remainder of the meeting time was spent deliberating on the final report.  During the 
discussions, the members talked a great deal about the amount of time the VA spends in 
responding to the Institutes of Medicine’s (IOM) reports.  Ms. Laura O’Shea, the Committee’s 
Designated Federal Official and the Director of VA Office of Policy and Planning Policy 
Analysis Service, provided a detailed explanation of the VA/IOM process. 
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Department of Veterans Affairs Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans 
July 15 – 16, 2009 

St Regis Hotel, Washington, D.C. 
 
 
July 16, 2009 
 
Present: 
  The Honorable Charles L. Cragin, Committee Chair 
Committee Members (alphabetical order): 
Henry Falk, MD, M.P.H 
Mark S. Garner  
John Hart, MD 
Kirt Love 
Daniel Ortiz 
LTG Thomas Plewes, USAR, Ret.  
Valerie Randall 
Edward R. Reese 
Steve Robertson 

 
Not Present: 
Martha Douthit 
Lynn Goldman, MD, M.P.H 
William R. “Rusty” Jones  
Daniel Pinedo 

 
Opening Remarks by the Honorable Charles L. Cragin 
 
Mr. Cragin began the meeting by explaining documents that VA staff and Committee member, 
Randy Reese, handed each member.  Ms. O’Shea provided a written summary of the VA/IOM 
process, IOM Executive Summaries and VA’s findings to the published IOM reports. The VBA 
Committee liaison, Gerald Johnson, gave the members the final rules that have been published.  
Randy Reese gave the members Appendices G and H of the IOM Report on Improving the 
Presumptive Disability Making Process.  The appendices offer the public version of what takes 
place during the IOM process.   
 
The rest of the day was spent writing and discussing the final report. By the end of the meeting, 
the members had volunteered to write various portions of the final report and to submit those 
edits / comments to the Office of Policy and Planning for coalescing by August 5, 2009.  The 
Committee’s final meeting will take place September 16 – 17, 2009 during which the members 
will put the final edits on the Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ final report. 
 
Closing Comments by the Honorable Charles L. Cragin 
 
Mr. Cragin closed the meeting by bidding farewell to the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy, 
Mark Gorenflo.  


