	
	MS Disease Modifying Therapies

	Brand Name
	Avonex
	Betaseron 
	Copaxone
	Rebif 
	Tysabri

	Generic Name
	Interferon beta-1a
	Interferon beta-1b
	Glatiramer acetate
	Interferon beta-1a
	natalizumab

	Year Marketed
	1996
	1993
	1996
	2002
	2006

	Administration
	Intramuscular injection
	Subcutaneous injection
	Subcutaneous injection
	Subcutaneous injection
	IV Infusion

	Frequency of Injections
	Once a week
	Every other day
	Daily
	Three times per week
	Every 4 weeks

	Injection site reactions (redness, inflammation)
	Rare
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Rare side effects
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes-PML
progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy

	Injection site necrosis (skin breakdown)
	No
	Rare
	No
	Rare
	No

	Flu-like symptoms
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	Panic-like reaction (systemic reaction)
	No
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	Autoinjector available
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A Rx Infused

	Refrigeration required
	Yes
	No
	Yes
OK at room temp for 7 days
	Yes
OK at room temp for 30 days
	Yes

admin w/in 8 hours

	Prefilled syringes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Pregnancy status
	Category C
	Category C
	Category B
	Category C
	Category C

	Depression Worsens
	Possible
	Possible
	No
	Possible
	Possible

	Monitoring of blood tests required
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No: But restricted distribution program and required TOUCH monitoring

	Patient Support Program and Financial Assistance
	Avonex Alliance

800.456.2255
	MS Pathways

800.788.1467
	Shared Solutions

800.887.8100
	MS Lifelines

877.447.3243
	TOUCH Prescribing Program
800.456.2255

	Website
	www.avonex.com
	www.betaseron.com
	www.copaxone.com
	www.rebif.com
	www.Tysabri.com
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