What are Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD’s)?
Sexually transmitted diseases are diseases that are spread by having sex with someone who has an STD.   By learning more about STDs, you can find out ways to protect yourself.  You can get STDs from sexual activity that involves the mouth, anus, vagina, or penis.  There are many different STDs.   The most common ones in the United States are:

· Herpes simplex virus (HSV-2) type II (genital herpes)

· Chlamydia

· Gonorrhea

· Syphilis

· Bacterial Vaginosis

· Genital warts (HPV)

· Pelvic Inflammatory Disease (PID)

· Trichomoniasis
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A Few Facts:


More than 13 million people in the US become infected with some type of STD every year.


Many diseases show few symptoms, especially in women.


STD’s may cause severe organ damage or even death.  


STD’s respond well to treatment.


Having one STD seems to increase the risk for acquiring other STDs. 


The correct use of condoms may prevent the spread of most STD’s.








