Basic Facts on Colon Cancer

	

	Colon and Rectum


What is Colorectal Cancer?

Colorectal cancer is cancer that occurs in the colon or rectum. Sometimes it is called colon cancer, for short. As the drawing shows, the colon is the large intestine or large bowel. The rectum is the passageway that connects the colon to the anus.

It’s the Second Leading          Cancer Killer

Colorectal cancer is the second leading cancer killer in the United States, but it doesn't have to be. If everybody age 50 or older had regular screening tests, at least one-third of deaths from this cancer could be avoided. So if you are 50 or older, start screening now.

Colorectal Cancer Facts and Figures

· It's the 2nd leading cancer killer in the United States (after lung cancer) 

· Both men and women are at risk 

· 93% of cases occur in people age 50 and older 

· The risk of developing it increases with age 

· Over 150,000 Americans will develop colon cancer this year, and over 55,000 Americans will die from colon cancer disease

· Death from colon cancer is preventable
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