How Screening Saves Lives

Colorectal cancer almost always develops from precancerous polyps (abnormal growths) in the colon or rectum. Screening tests can find polyps, so they can be removed before they turn into cancer. Screening tests can also find colorectal cancer early, when treatment works best.

Colorectal Cancer Can Start With No Symptoms

People who have polyps or colorectal cancer sometimes don’t have symptoms, especially at first.  This means that someone could have polyps or colorectal cancer and not know it. That is why having a screening test is so important!!
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When Should I Begin Screening?

You should begin screening for colorectal cancer soon after turning 50, and then continue at regular intervals. However, you may need to be tested earlier or more often than other people if:

· You or a close relative have had colorectal polyps or cancer, or 

· You have inflammatory bowel disease. 

Talk to your doctor about when you should begin screening and how often you should be tested. 
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