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Types of Elder Abuse


Inflicting intentional physical force that results in injury.  Signs include:

· Fractures and dislocations

· Lacerations (cuts) and abrasions (scrapes)

· Burns

· Injuries to the head, scalp, face; and/or

· Bruises on the upper arms (from shaking), around wrists or ankles, (from being tied down), in shapes similar to objects, or inside of thighs or arms

Consistently threatening, intimidating, or humiliating an elder.  Signs include:

· Low self esteem

· Overly anxious or withdrawn

· Extreme changes in mood

· Depression

· Suicidal behavior

· Confusion or disorientation

Having sexual contact with an elder without their permission.  Signs include:

· Sexually transmitted diseases; and/or
· Pain, itching, bleeding or bruising in the genital area

Using the funds or property of an elderly person without their consent:

· Involves the theft or conversion of money or property belonging to an elder, accomplished by force, misrepresentation, or other illegal means often by taking advantage of the elder’s partial or total lack of legal competency.
· The loss of even a small amount of money may result in the elder having to go without food, medication, or possibly his or her apartment.

Failure to fulfill a caretaking obligation.  Neglect may be:

· Active Neglect:  willful failure to provide care

· Passive Neglect:  inadequate knowledge or illness of caretaker, resulting in non-willful failure to provide care
· Self-Neglect:  failure of an elder to care for himself
Signs include:

· Poor personal hygiene

· Signs of over-medication, under-medication, and/or misuse of medication

· Incontinent elder dressed in soiled clothing

· Elder left alone and deprived of stimulation and affection

· Malnutrition
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