
Causes of Hearing Loss In Adults
Hearing loss in adults may be caused by:

· Otosclerosis:  a disease involving the middle ear that affects the movement of one of the tiny bones in the middle ear.

· Meniere’s:  a disease that affects the membranous inner ear and results in deafness, dizziness (vertigo), and ringing in the ear (tinnitus).

· Drugs:  medications used to manage some diseases are damaging to the auditory system (ototoxic) and cause hearing loss.  Drugs known to be ototoxic are:

· Certain antibiotics, such as Streptomycin, Neomycin, Kanamycin, Gentomycin

· Salicylates (aspirin) in large amounts

· Certain diuretics (fluid pills), such as Lasix and Ethacrynic Acid
· Chemotherapy drugs:  Cisplatin, Carboplatin, Nitrogen Mustard

· Noise:  exposure to harmful levels of noise results in noise-induced hearing loss.  Prolonged exposure causes damage to the hair cells in the chochlea and results in permanent hearing loss.  This type of hearing loss usually develops gradually and painlessly.

· Trauma:  injury, especially fractures of the temporal bone, puncture of the ear drum by foreign objects, and sudden changes in air pressure can result in hearing loss.

· Aging:  The aging process can cause a type of hearing loss called presbycusis.  It involves degeneration of the inner ear (cochlea).
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Visit our website at: http://www.vaprevention.com/

