The Nature of Hearing Loss
Many terms are used to describe hearing loss, including:

· Bilateral:  Both ears are affected.

· Unilateral:  Only one ear is affected.

· Symmetrical:  the degree and type of hearing loss are the same in each ear.

· Asymmetrical:  the degree and type of hearing loss is different for each ear.
· Fluctuating:  hearing loss changes – sometimes getting better, sometimes getting worse.

· Progressive:  becomes increasingly worse over time.
· Sudden:  hearing loss happens quickly, perhaps due to head trauma or a tumor in the auditory nerve.
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